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Difficulties 


By Mrs. Edgar F. Johnston 


HEN Samson met the lion bold, 
W Our Father gave such power 
That he subdued his roaring, foe 

Within one fleeting hour. 


Then later, as he passed that way; 
A nest of honey sweet 

He found within the lion’s frame, 
The eater brought forth meat. 


On our life’s pathway oft.-we see. 
Some difficulty rise, 

That summons all our stroma and onal, 
And all our courage tries. 


Our task subdued, we, too, may find 
A nest of honey sweet, , 

And thank our God who gives us power 
To conquer trials we meet. — 


True patience and persisténce rare 
Through ‘trials subdued we gain. 

Let us thank God and pray that we - - 
These virtues may retain, 


ye 
Life's Necessities 


Some of life’s trials are so, common 
that they seem hardly worth mention- 
ing. Yet God understands, and gives 
grace for each of them. After Paul 
had heard the Lord .say to him, “My 
grace is sufficient for thee,” he mentioned 
five things in which he took pleasure: 
“In infirmities, in reproaches, in neces- 





sities, in persecutions, in distresses for 
Christ's sake.” There is not much glamor 
or heroism about “necessities,” yet we 
must “all face them every day. ‘The 
alarm clock shatters our dreams, - and 
we must-get up to do the duties of a 
new day.. At home there are meals 
to prepare, and dishes to wash, and’ beds 
to make, and cleaning and sewing to ‘do, 
and children’s hurts to bandage and 
soothe, and the sick and aged to care 
for. There are heartless, relentless 
busses, trains, and trolleys that rush us 
off to the shop and the office. Some 
must punch time clocks, others must bear 
the heavy responsibility of making de- 
cisions that will affect large numbers 
of people. There are difficult interviews 
and. conferences to be carried through, 
the strange wrinkles of personality and 


human nature to be ironed out. Nurses 
and doctors must deal patiently with 
stubborn illnesses and disturbed minds; 
and schoolteachers must face unruly 
classes. Pastors must prepare three or 
more messages a week, and make in- 
numerable calls; superintendents must 
tactfully encourage teachers who have 
made up their minds to quit, and find 
new ones to replace those who have. 
Then there is the plain, humdrum, every- 
day drudgery of every calling. But they 
are all transformed when they are done 
“for Christ’s sake,” and not one need 
separate us from His love and the con- 
tinuing .consciousness of His presence 
with us. We may boldly meet each one, 
armed with His sure word to us: “My 
grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness.” 


Too Busy to Hear God Speak? 


‘An editorial by the Rev. B. Davidson,. Founder and Director of the India Mission 


to his children often, to teach and 

help them.in order to make ‘the 
best of their lives. God is a perfect 
and leving Father, and He wants to 
speak lovingly to His children for their 
highest welfare. 


In Eden God walked and talked with 
Adam and Eve every day. This was the 
happiest and best part of each day for 
them. Then sin. entered in and separated 
them. from God. The Lord in His love 
still.spoke to man during-the patriarchal 
dispensation by occasional. theophanies 
— that is, God appearing in human form. 
Later He spoke to man through the 
prophets. After that He spoke to” us 
through His Son. Now God speaks ‘to 
us ‘through His Word. He has filled ‘that 
Book with all the treasures of knowl- 
edge; it.is always at our -disposal to 
read, ‘so that we may hear God's voice. 


| Dare good father wants to: speak 





_— 


Comfort for Dark Days 








“The Lord is my str and 
my shield; my heart trusted in 
him, and I am helped” (Psp. 28:7). 




















Our Father knows what knowledge we 
need for each day’s trials, testings, and 
problems. He is willing to give us the 
exact knowledge and wisdom we need 
for each detail of life, as we quietly 
listen to His voice: of gentle stillness in 
our hearts. 


SOLOMON 


When Solomon began.to reign as a 
young man, the Lord appeared to him 
in a dream and said, “Ask what I shall 
give thee” (1 Kings 3:5). Conscious of 
his inability rightly te rule a kingdom, 
he said, “Give therefore thy servant an 
understanding heart” (v. 9). In the mar- 
gin it is a “hearing heart.” This request 
pleased the Lord, and He said, “I have 
done according to thy words,” and He 
gave Solomon more than he asked. 

What is a hearing heart? It is a-fac- 
ulty given by God which enables us to 
hear His voice, and also to see spiritual 
things. It is a spirit that discerns what 
is right and what is wrong. It gives us 
wisdom to make a right judgment on all 
matters. This is a precious gift which 
we all need. It prospered Solomon so 
much that the fame of,his wisdom spread 
over the whole world, and many great 
people came to hear and learn from him. 
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. One splendid result of Solomon’s get- 
ting a hearing heart was that he ruled 
that .great kingdom for forty long years 
in perfect peace, without a single war. 
This great gift and the wisdom that 
follows it is greatly needed in our world 
of- war today. It is needed by rulers, 
and it is needed by the humblest for 
wise daily living. God is no respecter 
of persons. As He was pleased with 
Solomon’s request for a hearing heart, 
so He will be equally pleased with us 
if we ask for this special gift; and, if 
we will keep the conditions, He will 
always answer us. 


Tue TELEPHONE 


We have a beautiful illustration of the 

condition needed for hearing God’s voice 
in our home telephones. The one speak- 
ing and the one listening must be in 
tune; then ‘the message is heard. It is 
necessary that we be in tune with God; 
then we will certainly hear His Fatherly 
voice each day. We should rejoice to 
know. that our Father desires to speak 
to His children in order to teach them, 
and ‘help them in all things. 
‘We must still every inward voice 
which calls for attention before God 
will speak to us. While we are listening, 
or speaking, at the telephone, we will 
not listen to other voices. We concen- 
trate our whole attention on one voice, 
and this is what God requires of us. 

Our arch enemy knows the great value 
to us of hearing God, and he cunningly 
tries to hinder it in many ways— often 
by filling our hands with too much work, 
perhaps good work, so that we have.no 
time to listen quietly to God’s gentle 
voice. Then he uses many inward voices, 
calling us:to do this and that and many 
things so that we do not listen to God. 

A life where the proper time is taken 
to listen to God and obey Him is a suc- 
cessful life; but a life that is so busy 
that it doesn’t take time to hear God is 
a failure. All truly great men took time 
to listen to God amid their many impor- 
tant duties. 

If a man had a servant who professed 
to love him, yet that servant kept him- 
self so busy with his work that his mas- 
ter couldn’t get his ear to give him fur- 
ther instructions, what profit would that 
servant be to him? 


JOSHUA 

Sedbun is an outstanding example of 
the value of reading and hearing God's 
Word. . The Lord gave him a mighty 
work. to do, as leader of three million 
people, with all the many duties it en- 
thiled, -He.-was also to be the general of 
@ great army that was to fight’ seven 
— many of them giants, and, to 


lossess their land: This campaigh. took - 


twenty-five and_ he 
plished -it. 

,Jeshua-never lgst a battle! (He was | 
not at-Ai.). He skid at the. end. of -his » 


years, accom- 


long life, “Not one thing hath failed. 
. all are come to pass” (Josh. 23:14). 
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What was the secret of his remarkable 
success? We find it in God’s commission 
to him as stated in Joshua 1:1-9. Joshua 
took time in the midst of his very busy 
life’ to meditate day and night on God's 
Word, and also to do it. He heard God’s 
voice and promptly obeyed. The result 
was all these many years of prosperity 
and success, as God had promised. 

Many of God’s people say: “I wish I 
could do that, but I am so busy in the 
Lord’s work, so many duties call for 
my attention, that I cannot do it.” Are 
there any of us who have as many heavy 
duties and responsibilities. as Joshua 
had? He certainly was a man of rapid 
action. None of us can compare our 
work with his,.yet-he had the wisdom 
to keep God’s conditions for certain suc- 
cess. He. took time each day to medi- 
tate on God’s Word, hear His voice, and 
obey; he proved that hearing and obey- 
ing God daily are the vital and sure 
conditions of success. God will bless 
any man who does this, no. matter how 
humble he is; but he who trusts in his 
hard work and his gifts for success will 
be a failure. 

Will our loving Father ever lay down 
conditions for His children which are 
beyorid their power? “All Gaod’s bid- 
dings are enablings.” Yet many Chris- 
tians excuse themselves for failure in 
this way. The conditions are the very 
way to success, and therefore we should 
delight in’ them and bring our Father 
joy.as He gives us prosperity, 


Persons WHo HEARD AND PROFITED 


The Lord has given a leading and 
prominent place all through the ages to 
His command that His people hear His 
voice and obey Him. He pours His 
richest blessings on those who hear and 
obey, and His severest judgments on 
those who do not. 

The first law that God gave to Israel 
through Moses before he gave the Law 
on Sinai shows the importance He placed 
on having all His people hear His voice 
daily. The Lord said, “If thou wilt dili- 
gently hearketi to the voice of the Lord 
thy God, and wilt do... I will put 
none of these diseases upon thee... I 
am the Lord that healeth thee” (Exod. 
15:26). What a great blessing healing 
is to all who diligently hearken ahd do! 

God says through David, “Oh that my 

peoplé had hearkened unto; me,, ard JIs- 
rael had walked in niy; ways!” f should 
soon have subdued, their; enethies, and 
. fed them with the*finest of the wheat 
ang with ‘hof¢y” . (Psa, 81: 13, 14, : 16). 


Vietory: over 1 toes and a supply. of 
all’ needs on” ‘condition of hearing 
jah obeying-God,-We could ‘have saved 
thousands of ug lives in: war and 
untold ‘wealth by heering and obeying 
God. May .we all. learn , a’s ‘wife and 


efficient ways, 3 
> ,SSolorion says, “A iwisée-man wilt hits, 


and will increase learning” (Prov. 1: 5). 
*2 "=<" (Continued on page 268) 
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Notes on Open Letters , 


When Were Disecss Gerins 
Created? 


So often I read your helpf Cyl es answers 
in the Times columns. ould you 
please. give me. the benefit. of your 
opinion on a question I would like to 
ask? ‘In the creation story we rea 
“And God saw every thing that he ha 
made, amd, behold, it was very good” 
(Gen. 1:31). After the fall people 
died, as we understand now, mostly 
es result of germ and bacterial ot. 

c 

This is my question: Are there 
‘Christian, ‘scholars who ‘think those 
germs and bacteria were then already 
created; or: were they later created by 
Satan’s power under God’s permissive 
will? nce in a. discussion our min- 
ister denied what he called “a second 
creation,” but how could the creation 
be called | with all those evil 
powers ready to spring up and destroy 
the beautiful creation -o the Lord?— 
A Washington reader. 


A. Repty spy Dr. ArtHur I. Brown 


The statement of Genesis 1:31 that “God 
saw every thing that he had made, and 
behold, it was very good” must be taken 
as it stands. As a matter of fact, God 
could not create anything that is not 
“very good.” The words “every thing” 
must include man to. whom was given 
free will. Later, man exerciséd his will 
to sin, but in the beginning of his cateer 
he was sinless, and therefore God's work 
was perfect. 

The same perfection marked plants 
and animals and everything else which 
wads created by God. When sin entered, 
judgment was pronounced by God, not 
only on man but on all creation. The 
characteristics of plant life; bacterial 
lifé, and all animal life were changed. 

No doubt the disease-producing. bac- 
teria were degenerate forms, but we 
must remember that most bacteria, even 
today, are not only harmless but neces- 
sary to our welfare. Everything at first 
— before sin entered — was perfect. Sin 
changed the picture because it must al- 
ways be judged by a holy God. Disease- 
producing germs were NOT created as 
such, but ‘became’ a menace to the race 
because of Adam’s transgression. They 
were ‘not “created by Satan’s power.” 


we 


A Booklet on Kagawa 


N THE issue of March 9 the Tres 

discussed in ‘Notes on, Open Letters” 
the question, “Does Kagawa Teach True 
Christian Doctrine?” After that issue 
had gone to press, the Editors received 
up-to-date information on a very good 
pamphlet on ‘this subject. 

It, ‘is entitled “The “Challenge of 
Kagawa to the Church’ and Nation,” is 
written by R.A. Ofstedal, contains 104 
pages, and may be Had at 10 cents a 
copy from the ‘Augsburg Publishing 
House, 425° Ss. Fourth St. " Minneapolis 
15, Mirin. ~~ 
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“Nlo More Now” 
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What happened to heathen altars and idols when 
some Filipino mountain villagers be.ieved the Gospel 


way over the trail, through tall 

cogon grass, across stony brooks, 
through swamps, and then up’ the steep 
mountainside.’ The trail wound around 
and around, up and down, sometimes 
along the narrow rim of a canyon, when 
one foot of the rider scraped along the 
mountainside and the ‘other hung out 
over space, and sometimes across nar- 
row plateaus. where no trees shaded the 
way. The’ tropi¢ sun beat down, and 
although’ the missionary had: left his 
station very early that ‘morning, high 
noon found him only a little more than 
halfway to his destination. 


For many months his heart had been 
burdened for the mountain people of 
the province. There’ had always been 
some need. to keep him at his Station. 
Now at last he could get away for a 
few days’ to make~-the long-hoped-for 
trip. Few white men had entered the 
interior and never alone, but the native 
interpreter. had been detained at the 
last minute and would follow next day. 


‘High in the mountains of Bukidnon 
lay many villages where the Gospel 
had never been preached, where the 
pagans indulged in ‘tribal warfare, and 
where in ‘years past-men had eaten: the 
livers of their victims. 


A Bad Fall and a Recovery 


Horse and..rider, hungry’ and tired, 
continued along the way. The mission- 
ary began -to feel faint and dizzy, but 
he urged his horse: on. Loose, stones 
filed the trail; the little horse. stumbled, 
lost his; footing, and; fell. The rider 
was thrown clear of the horse. He got 
to his feet only; slightly bruised, , but 
found ‘that. the horse was wedged feet 
up in a narrow crevice in, the mountains 
side. His.efforts to free the horse were 
unsuccessful., He decided to try .to.sal- 
vage the saddle. The continued tugging 
of the missionary combined with the 
horse’s struggles weré soon rewarded. The 
horse once,more stood on jts feet. The 
trip was resumed. The missionary hiked 
now, leading his horse. Both were 
badly shakén, both nedrly exhausted: _ 
At last, as. night fell, the. missionary 
reached his destination, the barrio, (vil- 
lage) of .Kibalabag. He, entered a house 
where many pepple were gathered and 
showed .by, signs that he. fe]t ill and 
Wanted to sleep., He wag allowed tg 
enter and. to spread his fat in a corner 
of the rqom, where he Jay down, too 
ited to care, about, the people who jhad 
crowded age the room;to.see him. : \, ; 

ore long the room was full, of curiy 


See the little horse made its 





By LOUISE LYNIP 


Miss Louise Lynip had begun to 
work in the Philippines under the 
auspices of the Association of Bap- 
tists for World Evangelism before 
the war broke out. After Pearl Har- 
bor she and some missionary friends 
succeeded in eluding the Japanese 
by hiding away in the mountain for- 
ests for more than two years. They 
were finally rescued dnd taken to 
Australia by an American submarine. 
After spending some time in this 
country, Miss Lynip has returned. to 
Manila, on her way to. take up her 
work again at Bukidnon. The story 
in this issue is the first of four that 
will apear in the Times.. They are 
chapters in a forthcoming book by 
Miss Lynip, which will be published 
by the Wm, B. Eerdmans Company, 
Grand Rapids 2, Mich. Dr. Harold 
T. Commons is president of the Asso- 
ciation of Baptists for World Evange- 
lism,. with offices at 1505 Race St., 
Philadelphia 2. 





ous, black-eyed, brown-skinned Bukid- 
nons, who stared at the strange white 
man and chattered about his presence 
among them. To the datus—the re- 
ligious leaders of the people — this was 
a serious thing. The white-man seemed 
ill, perhaps possessed of demons. The 
villagers were sent out, and the datus 
huddled in consultation. As they dis- 
cussed the fate of the stranger, they 
drank frequently from the pangasi jar 
the fermented wine kept for ceremonial 
occasions. . The man must have an evil 


' 


. 
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spirit. How best could it: be exorcised 
without bringing harm upon themselves” 
They became more and more excited; 
one man jumped up,-- spear” in harid; 
ready to plunge it into the breast of the 
man lying so still on the floor. The 
others objected and caught his ‘arfn be- 
fore the spear. could find its mark: "This 
was not the way.'to kill a demon! The 
arguing and drinking went on. a 

Possessed of the peace of mind grantéd 
only to those who put their trust in the 
Lord, the tired man’ slept.’ As he slept 
the fever left, the exertion of the day 
was forgotten. ‘Morning dawned, «the 
missionary awakened and asked for food, 
The datus were first startled and then 
relieved.. This could not be a casé ‘of 
demon possession... A man who car eat 
is well. : He smiled at them and spoke 
words of assurance in a tongue - they 
could. not understand. But. the. smilé 
and the tone were a universal. language. 
They understood that the danger of. the 
night before was gone and this man 
meant.no ill. He was given'food and 
the people crowded around to see’ ahd 
to touch him. Wonderful! His yellow 
hair was real. His blue eyes could see 
almost as well as their black ones. Hé 
ate as they did and held out. his hatids 
in welcome to their children. 


A Strange Story, Vaguely, Familiar =, 

Before long, the interpreter  drrived: 
Now all ‘questions could be answered, 
Where did the stranger come from? 
Why had he come to Kibalabag?. What 
did he want from. them? . Patiently the 
questions were answered. Then care. 
fully, with much repetition,. the story 
was told of the Heavenly Father’s love, 
of the sacrifice. of His dear Son, ‘of: the 
provision for all men who would. believe, 
and of the condemnation: of those. who 
rejected. 

The old dattis nodded their heads. 
Some of this strange story was familar. 
They had always known ‘there: was, a 
great spirit, Magbabaya, the creator. But 
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he was afar off.. No worship was 
Girected to him. No appeasement seemed 
necessary, Sacrifice they knew. Hadn't 
they been making sacrifices all their 
lives to appease and entreat the spirits? 
Often the blood of pigs and chickens 
must be shed in their Pomohut ceremony 
to ward ofi' the evil influence of the 
demons and insure success in an under- 
taking. 

“We ave the messengers of Magba- 
haya,” ‘smiled the visitors. “We talk 
with Him and read His commands to us 
from His Book.- He has sent us to tell 
you that. He loves you and sent His Son 
to die for your sins.” 


“Why Have You Delayed?” 
’ Gray-haired old Mateo stepped close 
to the interpreter. “Why have you de- 
la ed so long in’ coming?” he asked. 
is story is good, but it is too high 
for us to understand. e’need you now 
to stay and teach us these words you 
have spoken.” 

Badly the missionary and his compan- 
ign explained. There were still many 
whq had riot. heard once. They could 
not sD wt ‘they would return as soon 


as 

eho qnisgionary and ‘his interpreter 
triqde their way slowly down the moun- 

taipaide and back to the pressing duties 

mission station. Six months passed 
re there was another opportunity to 
visit Kibalabag. 

The years Seed by and only a few 
missionaries arrived to help, The har- 
yéeat was great, the laborers were 
tew. Ose at the station were kept 
busy'as shepherds of the flock that had 
been ‘brought in. Often. the ‘hearts of 
the miagionaries turhed to the needy 
miquntain folk. The visits were infre- 
quent, but ‘always the seed of the Word 
of God was carefully sown. 

' Fifteen: years had passed since’ the 
inigsionary had stumbled into Kibalabag. 

ae prayer } had gone’ up for these peo- 

l@ and the windows of Heaven were 
ned to “pour out a blessing.’ Many 
fia s-had taken place’ in that lit- 
ntain barrio -as the people 
wal are «the words they, had. heard 
Et their pagan beliefs and supersti- 
"The word of God is quick, and 
fins nd sharper than any two- 
ed ed sword, piercing even to the divid- 
in asunder of soul and spirit, and of the 
ipints and ‘narrow, and_ is a. diScerner 
of the thoughts and intents of the heart” 
(Heb. 4/12): 
» Now -atrlast the arvest was ready ! 
4 People of Kibalabag announced their 
re to agcept and believe the Word 
frat had bedh taught. . ‘The village was 
waited, gach one wanted to turn from 
he old ways and to follow Christ. Mateo, 
‘onmer pagan priest, brought the word 
to the’ mission station. “We are now 
believing and worshiping God,”: he’ said. 
Will you send us a leader to Jive among 
us and to a us more about Him?” . 
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But there was no one who could be 
spared to minister to one church alone. 
“We will do our best to try to send you 
someone every Sunday,” replied the mis- 
sionary. 

Mateo returned home with the news. 
Preparations were already being made. 
There must be a house suitable for the 
worship services. The people gathered 
materials and built a house in the center 
of their village. The walls were made of 
hand-hewn boards carefully fitted -to- 
gether. . The dirt floor was pounded 
¢ own hard and level. Eighteen identical 
handmade benches were set up on the 
dirt floor. A walk made of tiny stones 
led to the doorway, and, last..of ‘all, 
flowers were planted along the walk. 
Their church was finished, a building 
that outshone any house in the barrio 
for neatness and beauty. 

Word was sent to the missionaries: 
“We have built a church. Will you come 
to lead our first service ir it?” 

Joyfully the missionaries prepared for 
the trip to the village. Plans were made 
to stop in two other villages for serv- 
ices’ (for the Gospel -had not stopped 
in. Kibalabag). -Medicines: were packed 
so that the people of -all three:,towns 
could be treated. Carabaos were secured 


for the missionaries to ride and to carry: 


the food and bedding that must, ate taken. 


A Smiling Welcome 


Finally the day came and very eariy 
in the morning the little party started 
out, two missionaries, the daughter of 
one,,and a Filipino evangelist. As they 
traveled along, many comparisons and 
contrasts of that first trip were brought 


to mind.. The trail was the same, but . 


how .sure they were of the’ welcome 
awaiting them! 


The trail clitnbed up and up the mouh.- . 


tainside, skirted deep ravines, crossed 
plateaus through tall grasses’ that ¢ut 
the faces of the unwary, struggled up 
slippery inclines, led through the mud 
or forests where the sun never pene- 
trated, and then finally emerged into 
sunlight. In a clearing before the trav- 
elers lay the barrio of Kibalabag. " 

’ The Bukidnons gathered around the 
little party, smiling their welcome, and 
sharing in the work of caring. for the 
animals. Little children stared‘at the 
lovely white girl with the hair colored 
like hemp, children like those whp had 
once found her father’s hair such a curi- 
osity. The sun was going down, there 
was-nio time to lose. Mats miust be 
unrolled and mosquito nets put. up, and 
preparations made for supper before 
darkness made it more difficult. Every- 
thing ‘done was intensely interesting 
to the people: of Kibalabag.. No” ohe 
would miss an opportunity. to watch 
these strange Americans. Years of \as- 
sociation with a few Americans had not 
made their actions commonplace. .. 

The dedication service was to be held 
that evening. Supper was. quickly dis- 
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posed of. A kerosene lamp was found 
to light the church. The people crowded 
into the new building and the service 
began. The entire village was present. 
The missionaries and evangelist were 
asked to sit at the front of the churck, 
where the lamp was hung over a little 
table. On a bench along the side sat th 
datus. The lamp flickered and an 
shadows over a hundred eager, seriays 
faces. 

Motion choruses were intioduced to 
the children. The eyes shone with de. 
light, but they lacked courage to join 
in singing with the missionaries, for they 
were accustomed to sitting  stolidly 
before their elders. Soon, however, they 
were clapping their hands as they sang 
the joyous music. 

Mateo led in prayer. A Bible mes- 
sage was given by the missionary, who, 
fifteen years before, had first entered 
that village to proclaim the Gospel and 
who had lain all night at the mercy of 
the drunken datus. Those same men 
now sat erect along the wall, listening 
intently, grunting agreement, assuring 
themselves and their people that this 
was all good. The Filipino evangelist 
told how he had found Christ. He had 
been a police officer, a scoffer at the 
Gospel. Then one day he picked up a 
Bible and glanced idly through it. His 
attention was caught. He read on and 
on until conviction was brought to his 
heart from the Word of Life, and he 
believed and was born again. Now his 
heart’s desire was to be a soldier of the 
King. 

After the message the datus asked 
questions ‘for the people concerning the 
teaching of the Bible on practical Chris- 
tian living.. As each question was an- 
swered from God’s Word the comment 
was made, “Maayad, Maayad, [it is 
good]; we will live by it.” 


Pulling Down the Heathen Altars 


The next morning Mateo took the mis- 
sionary into his home. There he pointed 
to. crudé wooden tables hung from the 
rafters, the altars upon which offerings 
to the spirits had once been placed. With 
a smile of deep satisfaction he said, 
“No more now.” Then, indicating the 
empty pangasi jar in the corner, “No 
more now.” 

The missionary smiled his approval. 
“Perhaps,” he said, “it would please the 
Lord to use these tables for fuel.” 

Mateo looked thoughtful. He called 
in the other datus for consultation. In 
a few minutes they were pulling down 
the altars, but not for use as fuel. They 
explained to the missionary: it was right 
to destroy the altars, but they could not 
cook, with- that, which had been dedi- 
cated to the worship of Satan; that would 
*be compromise. 

Hurriedly the altars were carried to 
an open space in front of the church. 
The people gathered around. Mateo 
opened his Bible and read God’s demand 
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that the heathen altars should be de- 
stroyed.. They hacked up the tables with 
their knives .and set fire to them, and, 
as they burned, the people sang praises 
to the God who had set them free from 
superstition and fear. 


There was a general clean-up as the 
people of Kibalabag and the believers of 
neighboring villages cut down the balete 
trees they had worshiped, destroyed the 
places of worship at their once sacred 
lake, and: rededicated a part of. God's 
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creation where worship. had been di- 
rected to Satan and was now reclaimed 
for the.,Creator and recognized as His. 
Pangasi jars were dispensed with. The 
people were determined to rid. them- 
selves of the evidences of the past -life. 
They. “were experiencing 2 Corinthians 
5:17, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, 
he is a new creature:. old things are 
passed away; behold, all things are be- 
come. new.” 


PHILADELPHIA, 


ll. Appraising Two New Versions of the 


New Testament 


Details of some of the changes found in “The Revised 
Standard Version of the N 


iew Testament’! and “The 


Berkeley Version of the New Testament”’2 


By J. OLIVER BUSWELL, Jr., D.D., LL.D. 


This is the concluding article by the well-known president of the 
National Bible Institute, of New York City, reviewing two new and 
important New Testament revistons. 


CERTAIN DETAILS 


URNING now to details, when “The 

Revised Standard Version of the New 
Testament” first came into my hands, 
I immediately looked to see how 2 Tim- 
othy 3:16 had been handled. I am de- 
lighted to report that the proper rules of 
syntax are observed in the text. We 
read, “All scripture is inspired by God 
and profitable . . .”. However, the mar- 


’ gin still unfortunately clings .to. the 


inferior syntax, and says, “Or Every 
scripture inspired by God is also,”. Dr, 
Verkuyl translates this passage correctly 
and does not mar it, by any footnote. 

I was delighted not to find in the: new 
Revised Version the objectionable foot- 
note which was attached to the word 
“worship” wherever ‘that word occurred 
in the Revised Version of 1901 (see espe- 
cially the footnote to John 9:38). 

The good clear word “justified” is 
properly retained in important passages. 
However, the word “just” or “righteous” 
is quite wrongly translated by the new 
revisers as “sincere” in Luke 20:20. 

* I have long been convinced on what 


‘seems to me abundant evidence that the 


word translated “only begotten” has lost 
all reference. to begetting. and simply 
means “unique” or “in a class by him- 
self.” The revision committee, howeyer, 
has not helped matters. by translating 
this word “only.” What will the cqmmon 
Teader do’ when he finds in John ,:3: 16 
‘and other Passages that Christ is, God’s 
“poly” ‘Son,. when he knows full. well 


LMphe Revised Standard ‘verston of thé New 
Testament,” by! the América Standard ‘Bible 
Committee appointed in. 1929 .by (the: Interna- 
tional Council of Religious Education., (Thomas 
Nelson and Sons, New, York, 1946; _ $2.) 

' #Phe® Berkeley ‘Version of the New Tes- 
‘tathent from‘ thé original Greek with brief 
Mbotriotes,”) ‘by 'Gekrit‘ Verkuyl, ’Ph:D.,° D:D. 
Gillick) and) Cb. Berkeley, Calif: 1p45; 

) 
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that there are many passages in the 


‘Seripture which teach that the redeemed 


are sons of God? 
means to 


The word clearly 
indicate not that Christ is 


"God’s only Son, but that He is God’s 


Son in a special and unique sense of 


‘the word. 


Students of Greek grammar are gen- 
erally familiar with the fact that the 
word ‘ina, frequently -translated “that 

. might,” is not necessarily purposive. 


-It is often resultative, or merely nominal. 


When Matthew is made to say repeatedly 
that events took place inorder that 
certain Scriptures might thereby be ful- 
filled,.it is probable that in most, if not 
all, of these passages what Matthew 
actually: said was. that the events took 
place with.the result that these proph- 
ecies were thus fulfilled. - In. accordance 
with this -fact, the New Testament com- 
mittee has-improved the translation of 
‘ina.in a number of passages. Two things 
are surprising, however. 

» 1, Professor Cadbury of Harvard in his 
chapter on “The Vocabulary ‘and Gram- 


«mar of the: New Testament,’ speaks as 


though, the, above-mentioned knowledge 


of the meaning of ‘ina.is something. new, 


« which ; “we -now realize” 
vp. 50). 


. 


(Introduction, 
Charles Hodge (Systematic: The- 
ology, .Vol. II, p. '532),‘spéaks. scathingly 
of, those, classical purists. who refused.in 
his, day -to, recognize that the word ‘ina 
is used. “echatically” (resultatively). This 
work, of, Hodge’s: was. published: in the 


.year 1872! , 7 


r:2-T am surprised; in the accent plabe, 
to-find. that the New Testament commit- 
tee did not:once take advantage of what 
“we now realize” about ‘ina to give the 
corkect. imtpression of: Matthew's idea’ of 
fulfilled:prophecy. «In every case Mat- 
thew is still made ta say: that: the event 


{. took.place ;for: the purpose of fulfilling 


the prephecy: in question. If. the: reader 
wishes to check up on this matter he 
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will. find, interestingly enough, that Wéb- 
ster’s Unabridged Dictionary in defining 
“ecbatic,” illustrates the definition by 
citing the very_use of ‘ina to which we 
are now referring. 

The verb. echo means “to obtain” ‘as 
well as “to have.” Romans 5:2 is better 
rendered by the revisers, “Through him 
we have obtained access to this «grace 

In Romans 3:25 a less probable trans- 
lation, theologically liberal, is substituted 
for a more probable one which is con- 
sistent with Paul’s views elsewhere ex- 
pressed. The words of the Revision of 
1901 are “Whom God set forth to be a 
propitiation through faith in his blood 

..’ For this is now substitutedy “Whom 
God put forward as an expiation by- his 
blood, to be received by faith.” 


Even though some _ conservative 
authorities have suggested that. the 
phrase “through his blood” modifies the 


word “propitiation” or describes the ac- 
tion of the verb “set forth,” yet as it 
stands in the Greek text it seems to:me 
that the old translation is most obvious. 
The blood of Christ is the object of ‘the 
faith by which the propitiation is re- 
ceived. The point is debatable. Dr. Ver- 
kuyl in his translation agrees here with 
the new. Revised Version. 

However, when the change in the ret- 
erence of: the words “in his blood” is 
coupled with a change from “propiti- 
ation” to “expiation,” a radically different 
doctrine results. A “propitiation by faith 
ins his blood” implies that there is a 
definite moral element in the character 
of the Triune God which must be satis- 
fied, and that only God Himself in the 
person of the Son could make suth a 
satisfaction... This doctrine is repugnant 
to theological liberalism. An “expia- 
tion by his blood” may be a mere ¢ere- 
monial cleansing and does not neces- 
sarily imply any necessity for the ‘sat- 
isfaction of the righteousness in ‘the 
nature:-of the Triune God. 

The evidence from Moulton and Milli- 
gan.¢€no mean authority!) is clearly on 
the: side of the meaning “propitiation” 
rather than merely “expiation.” 

The translation of Romans 6:5 is” in- 
excusably wrong: “For if we have been 
united with. him in a death like his, We 
shall certainly be united with him-in a 
resurrection like his.” Paul said no such 
thing. Paul said, simply and clearly, “in 
the..likeness of his death,” a very differ- 
ent matter ! 

I-am glad that the revising éctnenittbe 
adopted the. suggestion of the Westcott 
and Hort margin as to the punctuation 
of Romans 8:15, 16. The period should 
be “put after the word “adoption” (soh- 
ship). ‘This has been done: “... . son- 


.ship.- When we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ 
sit-isothe “Spirit himself bearing witness 


iwith ‘our -‘spirit that-,we are children 
of God.”.. Here it: would: have been still 
clearer ‘if: ‘the Spirit” had been retained 
as the subject of the main verb, as: in 
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the’ Gréek; not “When we cry ... it is 


tie Spirit . . .” but “When we cry . 
the Spirit himself is bearing witness .. ? 

"Jn Romans 8:22 I do not see any reason 
fof. translating the present tense as 
poe ‘it were a perfect tense. Paul’s 

dea is ‘that the groaning and paining 

if nature is a continuing fact until now 
and, until. the future event of which he 
if speaking. 

“In' 2) Corinthians 6:14 substituting 
‘mated’ for “yoked” is misleading. There 
ig‘a prevalent false impression that Paul 
ig here discussing marriage. Indeed Paul 
does elseWhere forbid believers to marry 
unbelievers. A Christian must marry 
‘only if the Lord” (1 Cor. 7:39). As to 

ge Paul had also said (1 Cor. 7: 

myte) that if a believer is already united 
fage with an unbeliever, he or 
should not break the marriage. In 2 
rinthjans 6:14ff., however, it is not 
irfage’.but religious communion with 
plievers which is forbidden. Paul is 
ing a religious connection with 
sorte ri which he says must be 
e. revision committee have 

ilove’ encouraged a wrong interpre- 
tik apd bscured one of the strongest 


f 


SAB: on the purity of the Chrietion 










@,revisers of 1901 or the trans- 
ithe new Revised Version are 

ym. the reading “born under, the 
, Se is not what the Greek says, 
1G ist was not put under the law 

ause: of His. birth. 

’Theyweading of the new Revised Ver- 

Yn: Ephesians 1:4, 6, is, probably, 
ap friprovement. I think Paul did’ not 
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‘Wg to read “blameless before him 
itg“love,” but; “blameless before him; in 
having predestinated us...” It is 
idea which is brought out in 

‘Tevised translation. 
wie Words “did not count equality 
‘Ged.athirig to be grasped” (Phil. 
$y lalnost suggest that equality with 
Qad- ‘was something which Christ had 
“yet possessed; but this would be 
} tothe. preceding phrase, “ex- 
g iin: the form of God.” Dr. Ver- 
Kpyl's rf mendering. here is much better: 
“4 though existing in the form of God, 
aie wot. yeonsider his equality with God 
hing to cling to ...”- This is the 
slation favored by Thayer (Lexicon, 

y qn morphe). 

i seem that the Revised Version 
et. onl ee the point of Hebrews 2: 
ig Tt ie not true that, as that version 
Christ does not give help to angels. 
néw Reyised Version makes no im- 
provement in saying, “It is not with an- 
yg he is concerned.” The King 
ersion gives the only meaning 
din its the context, namely, that He 
nét’ take to’ Himself the nature of 


angels. The latter part of this verse is 
new made to read, “He is concerned . 
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with the descendants of Abraham.” On 
the contrary the: context demands the 
meaning suggested by the King James 
Version, namely that in. His incarnation 
the pre-existent Christ took for Himself 
the lineage of Abraham. “Took for him- 
self” is a well-established usage of the 
Greek word. 

Changing “provided” to. “foreseen” in 
Hebrews 11:40 is Arminianism gone to 
seed! The word in its etymology might 
mean “to foresee,” but in the. corrtext 
“to provide” is the only suitable mean- 
ing. The author has just been speaking 
of the “heavenly fatherland” and of the 
“city which hath foundations whose 
builder and maker is God.” God the 
provider is the object of the faith of 
which the chapter treats. In Moulton 
and Milligan it is stated that this word, 
“in its only New Testament occurrence 
(Hebrews 11:40) is best rendered by 
‘provide’ .. .” 


NEEDED. IMPROVEMENTS 


There are important improvements 
which should. be. made in New, Testa- 
ment translation which have not been 
covered by the.new Revised Version or 
by any version hitherto. To suggest 
some of these should not be construed 
as a criticism, but only as an indication 
that the task of New Testament trans- 
lation is not finished. 

It is a well-known fact that the Greek 
word kai is not exactly the same‘as the 
English word “and.”. Sometimes kai 
means “and,” and sometimes it means 
“even” or “namely.” In-English if we 
see “John and George” we see two boys. 
In Greek the phrase might mean, that 
we see “John, namely , George, .John 
George.” 

Quite a. number of passages. in the 
New Testament would be cleared up by 
application of this fact. In, Ephesians 1: 
1, both. the revision committee and Dr. 
Verkuyl do apply it,.. The New. Revision 
reads, “to the saints who are also faith- 
ful...” Of course Paul did not mean, 
“to the saints as one class, and to the 
faithful as another class of people. ed 

It would be well to apply. this. same 
principle to such a text as’ John 3:5, 
“Except a man be born of , Water, even 
of the Spirit, he-cannot . 

On the same estes it’ "would aa 
more accurate to translate. Reyelation 
11:18, “. . , the time for the dead to, be 
judged, that is, to teward thy servants 

There aré a number of. “passages. in 
which the Greek words ek nekron with 
reference to the resurrection,’ indicate 
resurrection “out, from among the ,dead” 
and should be so translated. 

The word “religion” in modern Eng- 
lish is ambiguous, to say. the, least. . oI 
do not feel that. the. translation. of the 
revising committee in, 1 Timothy, 3: 16 is 
justified.. ‘They. say, “Great. i d, -we 
confess, is the mystery of our religion: 

.’ The word means “reverence” or 
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“godliness.” It is in the genitive with 
a definite article; and the sentence should 
properly be construed as “Great is the 
mystery toward which our godly rever- 
ence is directed.” 

In James 1:27 the old rendering “re. 


_ ligion” is quite misleading. The word 


really means “religious worship” or “re- 
ligious exercise.” What James said was 
that, “a pure and undefiled religious 
worshipful exercise is .. .” 

It would be better in 1 Corinthians 
2:2 to translate the participle literally in 
the perfect tense as it stands in Greek, 
“Christ, and him having been crucified.” 
Paul did not preach a Christ now hang. 
ing on the cross, but a risen glorious 
Christ who has been crucified for us. 

The committee of translators are con- 
scious of the significance of the Greek 
modes and tenses, and do make helpful 
improvements in accuracy. However, in 
John 10:38 they missed a brilliant dis- 
tinction (pointed out by Robertson- 
Davis, Short Grammar). What Jesus 
said was “that you may come to know 
lingressive aorist] and keep on knowing 
[present continuous] that Iam...” 

In 1 John 3:9, the word “seed” or 
“children” should certainly be taken as 
the subject of the verb, both pronouns 
reférring to God, “his children abide 
in him . . .” 

In Romans 8:26, the phrase “with 
groanings. which cannot be uttered,” has 
always been a puzzle. As translated in 
the King James Version, and in the re- 
vision of 1901, it sounds as though the 
Holy Spirit could not express Himself. 
The new revision does not clarify the 
matter. I suggest that the dative in this 
verse is not instrumental, but a pure 
dative, indicating the matter to which 
reference is made. The translation 
should be, ‘We know not what we should 
pray for as we ought, but the Spirit 
himself maketh intercession for us with 
reference to [our] unutterable yearn- 
ings.” We are the ones who cannot ex- 
press ourselves, 


iii ConcLusION 

Dr. Verkuyl’s work will be found one 
of the best of the»private translations, 
very helpful ‘for Bible study. 

The new Revised Version is based on 
massive ‘scholatship, marshaled with 
great care, but inevitably affected by the 
theological ‘liberalism’ of. the trans- 
lators:1 In .determining the Greek text, 
they) have: ‘frankly « adopted a_ policy 
which gives subjective opinion a voice, 
along ‘with: itangible mariuscript data. 
We:may be: very thankful: that this sub- 
jective voicethas actually determined the 
translation in onky a few passages. In 
general the new revision is‘the New Tes- 
tament, well-rendered in dignified mod- 
een: English, , ,very goad. for rapid non- 

tical, reading, and. useful in many 
other respects; but certain. key passages 
tor theology are ‘wrongfully modified. 

New York. 
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Lesson for April 7 


LESSON 1. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES: OD 
APRIL 7. FRIENDS OF JESUS 


International Uniform Lesson:—Mark 10:13,.14, 16, 15:43; Luke 6; 13-16; 8:1-3, 15:1, 2; ~— 1:35-51, hi, 


2a; 4:6, 7; printed text, Mark 10: 13, 14; Luke. 6:13- 16, 8:1-3, 15:1, 2; John 3 


:1, 2a 


Golden Text.—Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever | command you.—John 15:14 | _ biti 


Kine JAmMes Version 
Mark 10:13 And they brought young children to him, that he 
should touch them: and his disciples rebuked those that brought 
them. 
14 But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, and said 
unto them, Suffer the little children to come unto me, and 
forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God. 


Luke 6:13 And when it was day, he called unto him his dis- 


ciples: and of them he chose twelve, whom also he named 
apostles: 
14 Simon, (whom he also named Peter,) and Andrew his 


brother, James and John, Philip and Bartholomew, 

15 Matthew and Thomas, James the son of Alphzeus, and Simon 
called Zelotes, 

16 And Judas the brother of James, and Judas Iscariot, which 
also was the traitor. 


Chap. 8:1 And it carne to pass afterward, that he went through- 


* % 


out every city and village, preaching and shewing fhe - pla 
tidings of the kingdom of God: and the twelve were -with- 

2 And certain women, which had been healed of evil fits 
and infirmities, Mary called Magdalene, out of whom ‘wefit- 
eee tee tt ete tet tat ee | ens atl ae 

3'And Joanna the wife of Chuza Herod's steward, and injaide 
and many others, which ministered unto him of their siberiertee. 

Chap. 15:1 Then drew near unto him all the _ publieling, “and 
sinners for to hear him. 

2 And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, Pas: run 
receiveth sinners, and eateth with them. 

John 3:1 There was a man of the Pharisees, named moter 
a ruler of the Jews: 

2 The same came to Jesus by night. : oe 
The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines: are ie 

righted by the International Council of Religious meueTerne , 
and used by permission. Wi 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


HILE the present lesson is made 

W up of a number of short passages 

taken from three different Gos- 
pels, there is, nevertheless, a beautiful 
moral order linking them all together. 
In the Book of Proverbs’ (chap. 18:24) 
we read of a “friend that sticketh closer 
than a brother.” Jesus Christ was such 
a Friend to the children, to His dis- 
ciples, to the women who had learned 
to appreciate and understand Him, to 
all kinds of sinners who needed His 
grace, and to honest seekers, such as 
Nicodemus, who desired to know the 
truth He had come to reveal. The 
friendliness of the Lord Jesus Christ 
drew to Him these and many. others, 
who needed just such a kindly Orie as 
He to deliver them from their, sins and 
to assist them in their trials. 

In Christ’s attitude toward all such, 
we see an exhibition ‘of ‘the friendliness 
or, as the apostle ‘put ‘it, the -philan- 
thropy of God. I refer to Titus 3:4. It 
is this very’ word. philanthropia: which 
is there translated “dove ;. . .: toward 
man.” The Lord Jesus,.God manifest 
in the flesh, exhibited, the! very heart 
of God as He came |seeking to: save. the 
lost. When those thus sought after re- 
sponded to His love by obedience to His 
words, He designated them as His friérids 
in a very special sense. :He, sgid to: His 
disciples:. “Greater love hath no man 
than this, that a man-lay ‘dewn his life 
for his friends.-*Ye are my -frierids, if 
ye do .whatsoever I ¢omman@™ you. 
Henceforth I call you not servants; tor 
the’ servant knoweth ndt' what “his lord 
déeth: but I ‘have called’ you" friends; 
for‘all things ‘that I have heard ‘of my 


g4c¥ wrali 


Father I have made known unto you” 
(John 15: 13-15). 

This precious passage should give us 
all to realize how He cherishes the re- 
gard of those friends who have learned 
to love and adore Him. 


The Historical Setting 


The lesson brings us again to the time 
when our Lord was ministering “in the 
days of his flesh.” During some three 
and a half years, from A.D. 26 to 30, 
that ministry continued, beginning with 
His baptism at the Jordan and culminat- 
ing in His crucifixion, when He. laid 
down His life for His friends. 


Verse by Verse 


Mark 10:13—‘“They brought young 
children to him, that he should touch 
them.” His disciples thought this was an 
imposition, as though it was below the 
dignity of their Master to be occupied 
with the little ones. But Jesus is the 
Friend of the’ children, as He at once 
made manifest, 


Verse 14—“Suffer the little children 
to come unto me, and forbid them not.” 
Children are the ideal converts. When 
old enough to understand the story of 
the Lord Jesus, they are old enough to 
come to Him in trustful confidence. 
Those enter into the Kingdom of God 
when’ older and wiser ones, according 
to human standards, refuse to enter. 

* Luke 6:13-16.—“His disciples: . . . of 
them he chose twelve.” Out of the large 
circle of those who were learning at His 
feet, He selected ‘twelve, who were. to 
have a special place of nearness to Him- 
self. They were calléd into closest 
friendship with Him,,in order that they 
might carry His Gospél, to the wide 
world. ' They came from various walks 
of life. Of them all, Judas, the man of 
Kerioth ‘(in’ Judea), was, perhaps, the 

y one’ who’ might have been esteemed 
a genfleman in that day, and he,, while 
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pretending to be a friend of. Jedus, be- 
trayed Him. The three years or mare 
of friendly associa‘ion with the Master 
wrought wonders in the lives of alk the 
other eleven. Judas alone failed: ta ¥é- 
spond to the heart of the Som ‘of God. 


Chap. 8:1—“The twelve were taith 
him.” As He went , from ‘'pldce'-to 
place, the twelve accomparied: im, 
experiencing many blessed evidences ‘of 
His friendly interest, and learning trom 
His lips the great truths He came to bh 
fold. 


Verse 2.—“Certain women, iphien: hake 
been healed of evil spirits.” . -Max¥ ois 
mentioned by name. Once, under . té?- 
rible Satanic influence, she had ‘been 
freed by the Lord Jesus Christ.,and . 
came one of His most devoted trierids 


Verse 3—“Many others, which win. 
istered unto him of their substanée” 
The dévotion of holy women: often ek: 
ceeds that of men. -Joanna, of’ w 
we know nothing éxcept that *she° Wri 
the wife of Chuza, Merod’s steward; dtd 
Susanna, of whom we know evéti leis 
were among those who. in thelr. lovitig 
friendship for Jesus Christ gavé of theit 
means in order to minister to His tom- 
fort. It is a remarkable’ fact that” 
who created all things, deigned’ ‘td 
indebted to such as these devoted worr@n 
for the wherewithal to meet the be 
ments of each day. 


Chap. 15:1—“Then drew. ‘nédP. dle 
him all the publicans and -einnets.” 
These, whom the self-righteous dé 
and upon whom thé proud, haughty. fe- 
ligious leaders looked with” coh 
were by grace divine numbered, ran |g 
the friends of the Lord Jesus... It Whs 
to reach such that He came from Héaveén, 
and He was never more at homie: 1 
in ministering to them. stele 


Verse 2—“This man receiveth idnmech” 
When the Pharisees complained in: this 
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way they little realized that they were 
declaring a glorious truth. The ‘sad 
thing was that they did not seem to 
understand that they, too, were sinners, 
who needed just such a Saviour as He, 
with whom they found fault because of 
His interest in the despised and lowly. 
‘John 3:1—‘*A man of the Pharisees, 
named Nicodemus.” Here was a Phari- 
seé who became a true friend of Jesus. 
In later days, he defended Him in the 
high council (John 7:50, 51) and brought 
a hundred pounds of spices for His burial 
(John 19:39). 


| Verse 2.—“The same came to Jesus by 
night.” Anxious to.know the. truth, 
Nicodemus sought the Lord Jesus Christ 
ott. after the ministry of the day was 
done, where in quiet and seclusion he 
could talk things over with the Teacher, 
whom he recognized as having. come 
from God. To him the Lord unfolded 
the truth concerning the need of the 
néw birth from above and the way to 
obtain life everlasting through faith in 


‘the One sent of the Father, who was 


tobe lifted up that men might be saved. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

‘ In another striking passage in the Book 
of ‘Proverbs we read, “Thine own friend, 
and. thy father’s friend, forsake not” 
(chap.: 27:10). The Lord Jesus is such 
a Friend. He has been the Friend of 
our fathers and our mothers in past 
generations. He is our Friend today. 
We are indebted to Him. for-all bless- 
ings. that we enjoy, whether temporal 
or eternal, material or spiritual. His 
Heart is ever toward us. Happy is it 
for us if. we respond to His love and ap- 
preciate His kindly attitude, so that we 
are‘in the truest sense numbered among 
‘His friends. A 


Lesson Outline 
FRIENDS OF JESUS 


- Little children (Mark 10:13, 14) 
The disciples (Luke 6: 13-16) 
Devoted women (chap. 8: 1-3) 
Publicans and sinners (chap. 15:1, 2) 
A doctor of the law (John 31,2) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Conwersion of Children. There -are 
many today who, like the disciples, of 
old, imagine that little children are too 
young to be brought to.the Lord Jésus 
Christ. But His own, words are too plain 
to: be misunderstood. -.He invites. the 
children to come to Him and encourages 
the parents to bring them. ,. Elsewhere 
He speaks of “these little ones. which 
believe in me” (Matt. 18:6), and He 
gives'a solemn warning. to any who put 
stumbling blocks before*’their inexpe- 
rienced feet. We are right .when we 
sing of Him, “There’s a Friend for. little 
children.” He is their Friend: and ,He 
delights in their love and confidence, 
and esteems them as His friends, It, is 
a well-known fact that by far the great. 
est-number of those who are now-earnest 
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Last Week's Lesson 
13, March 31.—A Nation Demands a 
King : 1 Samuel 8 to 10 
Next Week’s Lesson 
2. April 14—How Jesus’ Friends 
Responded. Mark 1:16-20; 5:18-20; 
10:46-52; Luke’ 5:27-32; John  3:26-30 








v . We 


Christians came to: the Saviour’ before 
they: were twelve years of age. 

A Missing Word. There ‘is a word 
left out of our Authorized’ Version)’ but 
which is found in the Revision. It comes 
in between thé last verse of John 2 and 
the first of John 3. It might be trans- 
lated “but,” though the Revised’ Version 
has “Now,” which comes to the ‘same 
thing. In John 2:23-25, we read of many 
who believed in His name ‘when’ they 
saw the miracles which He did. That 
is, they recognized in Jesus Christ a 
great prophet because He wrought such 
mervelous signs. But He knew theirs 
was not saving faith in His person. ‘So 
we are told He “did not commit himself 
unto them ... ..for he knew what was 
in man.” The missing word immediately 
follows in. the' Greek t>xt. .-We' might 
read, “But there was a man’... . named 
Nicodemus.” ‘Note: the. intended: con- 
trast. Here was a man to whom the Lord 


Jesus ‘Christ could. commit ~Himself.’” 
Nicodemus was a sincere inquirer;’so to ° 


hiin our: Lord. ath folded’ muygh. searching 


and precious truth. The word for “be- “ 


lieve” and “commit” is the same. ‘Jesus 
Chist did not: believe in those who. only 
sayin Him a mighty miracle-worker. 
He. did believe in the honesty of heart 
thaf*brought Nicodemus to seek Him,out 
at night. 


Summaries and Applications; >>: « 
We become friends of Jesus Christ 


when ‘we take Him as our Saviour. We- 
manifest our friendship by obedience to 


His Word. j Th 5 

The ‘ord Jésus Chtigt* "ts @ Friend to 
all men, but when His theadph ip t 
spurned He is powerless*to save. 

‘It is far better to win the andeah® 
for Christ in their early yeats than to 
wait until the world and its folliés have 
gripped their souls. 


The angry - declaration ~ of sthe- self- 


righteous Pharisees, “This man’ 
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of which He and His disciples drew for 
daily bread and from which they were 
enabled to distribute to the poor (John 
13: 29). 
CHICAGO. 
we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


S IT right to urge children to come to 
the Lord Jesus Christ and confess Him 
as their Saviour? Give a reason. 

2. Aceording to Christ’s definition, in our 
Golden Text for today, how can any per- 
son merit ‘the. title of His “friend’’? 

3. What type of friends did Christ choose? 

4. How do we become friends of Jesus 
Christ? 

5. How do we know that our Lord is ready 
to acknowledge sinners as His friends? 

6. How did Nicodemus prove he was a 
friend of Jesus Christ? 

7. How ‘may we make friends for Christ? 


(Answers on page 262) 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Suffer the little children to come unto 
me, and forbid them not: for of such is 
the kingdom of God” "(Mark 10:14). — 
Numerous experiences satisfy me that 
we underestimate the ability of children 
to ‘grasp spiritual ‘messages. 

One night before conducting a service 
in: Los Angeles, a man approached me 
and said, “I: was not present last night, 
but I can tell you your text, your points, 
and your illustrations.” 

‘Naturally my curiosity was aroused, so 
I asked, “How does it happen?” 

He said, “My little niece was here, and 
‘when’she ¢ame’ home I asked her, ‘Doro- 
thy;’ what: was the preacher’s text to- 
night?’ "To. my amazement, she said, 
‘Oye. ‘that: dwell. in. Moab, leave the 
cities, and ‘dwell in the rock, and he 
like-the,,.dove ‘that maketh her nest in 
the ‘sides of the hole’s ‘mouth’ (Jer. 
Log 48728Y.. 2 r ; 

“Concealing my great surprise, I asked 
her,.. ‘What did the: preacher have to say 

ut such, a’ text?” She answered, ‘He 
mid at armies were coming up to sur- 
& tities to ‘take and destroy them 
‘the -people in them were s0 
tof themselves and their treasures 
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sinfulness, FSGS F re 
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abouts thé-zzord Jesus saw fat wim‘ 






who*could bless. and, perepthem. jtiee?”. 


Bharisees. and, ‘scribés “had” no 
reed. . ‘on FRE 
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Sf ‘ 
| Surely, norié dught tobe mige devoted 


to our blessed Lord) thar" women of 
these-lanels, .in Which Hig grace has been 
oc kngwn. He has ifted woman to a 
aceof= dignity that) she would never 
herwige: have i0wn. og 
It was the friends of the Lord? Jesus 
dussy who ent that bag, supplied, ou 


| be Gestroyed: : so they should leave 


; uM Saities ; and* dwell in the holes and 


of tae. hills 7 ‘and mountains just 
Vike }dove. iflids to. a hole in a high 


Rock and kgs. its-nest there and feels 
€So safé ftom i ‘its"enemies that it lays 
its eggs “hatches its young there.” 


~¢ Then he said that he questioned Doro- 
thy further,.and asked, “Well, where 
did he get any Gospel out of that?” 
And she surprised him by answering: 

“He said many persons were like the 
people of rom bedhutse/théy , were prid- 
ing thenisélvés oh their’ works and 
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Lesson for April 7 


be destroyed. And unless the people 
fiee to Christ, the Rock of Ages, and 
hide in the cleft therein because He was 
smitten for our sins, they will perish. 
Just ike when we sing, ‘Rock of Ages, 
cleft for me, let me hide myself in 
Thee.’” 

Ile was so surprised, he could not re- 
frain himself, and exclaimed, “Dorothy, 
how can you remembcr all that!” She 
simply replied, ‘When I go to a service, 
I go to listen !” 

When I asked my informer, “How old 
is Dorothy?” he said, “Seven years.” 
Dorothy may be a bit exceptional, but 
most, if not all, children absorb more 
than we think they do. 

A mother in another city came to me 
and informed me that her small six- 
year-old son told her what I had 
preached on and the stories I related. 

Let us not ignore these little friends 
of. Jesus. And let us not underestimate 
their powers of reception and retention 
of the Word of God. 

“This man receiveth sinners, and. eat- 
eth with them” (Luke 15:2).—The self- 
righteous Pharisees may have imagined 
(or even intended) this to be a serious 
charge against the Lord Jesus Christ. 
But all saved persons praise God that 
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it is absolutely true that Christ re- 
ceiveth sinners and eateth with them. 
Were it not so, we would not be num- 
bered among His friends; for we were 
sinners. . 

He received the depraved woman of 
John 4; the wild man of Luke 8: 26-36; 
the immoral, the idolaters, the thieves, 
the drunkards, the revilers, and the ex- 
tortioners. of Corinth (1 Cor. 6:9-11). 

Every missionary, evangelist, pastor, 
teacher, and personal worker knows and 
exults in the fact that Christ receives 
sinners and eats with them. 

‘Although the strict interpretation of 
Revelation 3:20 is in connection with the 
Laodicean state .of the Church, it is per- 
missible to apply it to Christ’s stand ‘at 
the heart’s door of sinners, knocking 
and waiting for admission. } 

When one opens the door to Him, He 
enters and communes with that one. He 
sups with him and delights to eat with 
him until the Father's house is reached, 
where all the friends will be together 
in unsullied glory. 

. “The same came to Jesus by night” 
(John 3:2).—One morning in Montana, a 
rancher approached me on the street and 
asked, “Did you see me at your service 
last night?” I said, “No, were you 
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THE ACID TEST. 













ly: ye- love me, ye 
will keep my com- 
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there?” He said, “Yes,.but not in the 
auditorium of the building.” 

“Where were you then?” 

“In the vestibule, peeking through the 
crack in the swinging coors,” he said, * 

“Why ‘didn't you come in and sit cown 
in the ‘auditorium?” T-asked, ‘ 

He said, “I was ashamed,.t6”: ther 
added, “but ‘I'm’ coming if tonight!” 
He camé in and drank in thé good néws 
of God’s so great salvation, 

Regardless of the reason*~ or éxcust = -- 
Nicodemus had. for his coming at night, 
whether out. of consideratién for the 
Lord’s daylight activities, or. beesuse He 
himself was preoccupied dufing the day, 
or because of coWardice, the. ecseritial 
thing jis, Nicodemus came to Jesus! |, 

‘The important thing forall today is 
to come-to the Saviour by, faith ih te2 
sponse to His cordial invitation, “Come 
unto me” (Matt. 11:28). >. 

What a message on the necessity of the 
new birth Nieademus heard from the 
Lord Himself! 

What a friend. Nicodemts bevdine se 
the Lord Jesus/Christ! He had, to cd 
into the limelight ‘when associated w 
Joseph’ of Arimathza in’ ‘burying the 

Lord Jesus: (John 19: 38-42)%". The publi¢ 
learned thén the depth of his frienddhip 
for the One whom they Sotbihes “ne 
rejected. 


ALTADENA, CALIF. “fs, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low,’ 


. Topie and Soripture: - . 
Friends }of Jest# ~~ # 
(John 1:88-45)..* .° 


TH quarter we are g6lfi#, to ats 
about the Lord Jesus Christ ahd ri 
friends, and we shall find out quité.“b 
bit abgqut'séme of those ‘trlends. One 
of the places’ the Lord Jéhit: loved to 
walk was on the shore ‘gf the» Séa at 
Galilee. Do you ever go. to’ the shore 
of a lake or the ocean, inthe, sufnmebr? 
Maybe somie of you: live all ‘the year by 
the shore. Don’t you liké t6 walk by 
the water, on the sand? °".' ; 

Jesus was walking by the wh one tas 
when John the Baptist afd. two ‘of 
friends saw Him. John ‘$aid) ip: “te 
“Behold the’ Lamb of God.” , Now 
were all Jews and they kilew that there 
had keen lambs killed as sacrifites ‘ever 
since the Jewish: people: tameé. dut; of 
Egypt, and that some day One Was. com- 
ing who would be their Méstiah ‘ahd ‘thé 
Lamb of God. . So they déeft,.John the 
Baptist and followed after’ the so 
Jesus: Soon Jesus turnéd around: 
asked them, “What do you want?” What 
are you looking for?” ‘¢...” 

And they answered: Him, “Where ao 
you live?” : 

He said, “Come and sée;” and tube 
them where He lived, and they stayed 
that day with Him? : i! 

The name of one of these ten was 


ite 
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Age 


Antrew, and he went and brought his 
ovin ‘bfother, Peter, ‘to the Lord, telling 
hil, “We have found the Messias.” 

The next day Jesus found Philip, and 
shid to him, “Follow me.” Philip went 
and breught Nathanael ‘to Jesus. Na- 
thanael waa a friend of Philip's, These 
men.all became friends of Jesis. There 
ee more of them, twelve all. together, 

followed Him, and became His dis- 
ap es. During the years Jesus taught 
Foc healed and did miracles on earth, 
sy went everywhere with Him, They 
heard all His teachings. They saw the 
mitacies. Jesus . Himself‘ called ‘ them 
friends.” .They didn’t ‘deserve to be 
edlled “friends,” for they deserted Jesus 
when He .was arrested, and ‘they’ ran 
away. they .were poor friends, 
weren't they? 

If Jesus could. walk along the street 
inyyour. town and ask you. to follow Him, 
whe t would you do? Would you leave 
everything and fallow Him, as those 
men did? 


Jésus: does call us to follow ‘Him, but 
He’, doesn’t ask. all of .us, to, leave our 
hpmes ‘to do it. .Sometimes we follow 
Mim’ and are His friends in our own 
homes and schools and churches. 

How can we know we are friends of 
Jesus? He tells us how. .He said, “Ye 
ate my friends, if ye do whatsoever I 
command ,.you.” 

" The very first command He gives us 
isto love one another.. Do you-do that? 
iit doesn’t mean loving just. our 
friends: It means a heart of love to 
everybody. 
»Then Jesus said to go into all the 
world and preach the Gospel. 
gay you are too little, you. can’t. go all 
aver .the world. to preach the -Gospel. 
No,.:you can’t, but do you tell people, 
where you do go, about Jesus? Your 
world, is:where you live and. go about. 
You, go to, school. Do you tell your 
sehool friends about Jesus? You go to 
the. playground. Do you ever say a word 
about. your Friend, the Lord Jesus 
Christ? 

just what kind of friend of Jesus are 

you? . If you do not begin being a friend 
while you are little, you: may. never: be 
one of the friends of Jesus. 
‘Jesus loves His friends and gives them 
mary wonderful things here on earth, 
and. »has gone to prepare mansions in 
Heaven for them, and some day He is 
coming. to take all His friends to live 
in. these mansions with Him forever. 

Don’t. you want. to be one of His 
friends? 

Jesus is coming ! sing the glad word ! 

Coming for those He redeemed by His 

blood, 
+ Coming to reign as the glorified Lord ! 

Jesus is coming again ! 

A very good help for teaching the les- 
sons of this quarter would be a set of 
cutouts of Jesus and the disciples. These, 
with cutouts of Zacchzeus, Mary, Mar- 


But you - 
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tha, and Lazarus would take care of 
the entire quarter. 

For handwork, you might use the Dot- 
to-Dot pictures which many used last 
quarter, and which have been prepared 
for this second quarter.! Little children 
are fascinated by them. 


Mopesto, CAtir. 





1 The Dot-to-Dot pictures may be had from 
Miss Marion Hardie, 227 Walden St., Modesto, 
Calif., 15 cents single set; 10 or more, 10 
cents each, 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Father, we thank Thee that Thou hast 
given Thine only begotten Son to be the 
Friend of sinners. How may we thank 
Thee for the. salvation that has been 
granted to those who would accept Him 
as Saviour! We. pray that in the midst 
of a world in which so many are His 
foes, we may faithfully, and in all things, 
be His friends. May we be ready at all 
times to stand firmly as His friends, and 
may we not be diverted by fear of man, 
or any other unworthiness, from the duty 
of faithfulness to Him. We ask‘this in 
His dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—I suppose there is 
not one of us in this room. who would 
like to be called a foe, an enemy of the 
Lord Jesus. However, we take our stand 
with those who are His foes when we 
refuse His loving offer of salvation 
through His name, and when we refuse 
to obey His commands. 
together the Golden Text for this les- 
son, “Ye are my friends, if ye do what- 
soever I command you.”.. Are-we meet- 





FRIEND OR FOE 


OR JESUS CHRIBT: 
ON WHICH SIDE ARE YOU? 











ing fairly that test of our friendship for 
Him? It. is not. enough’ that, we.should 
call Him “Lord.” ¢.Wemeed- to-show. that - 
we mean what we Say: by doing what 
He wants us to do. What a marvelous 
thing it is that the-Lord gi 
Friend. to such, folks ps we- dre}; How > 
little we can Yo in return for that friend- 
ship! Do you want to belong among , 
those who are against Him? If not, you 
ought to lose no time in crossing over 
the: line to stan@-with ‘His: friends:i You = 
can: do ‘that. “right: now: aswé bow -our 
heads in prayer. ill you?’ Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. ae pete 
Pleasé pray: for ‘the contributors and © 
staff:of The Sunday. School Times, “andi ; 
for God’s blessing on its contents." 7 


Let us repeat . 


, 4 Jack 


can bea. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 260) 

1. Yes; this is the very thing He Himself 
stressed. 

2. No one perfectly obeys everything 
Christ commanded, but there can be an 
attitude of heart that desires to obey per- 
fectly even though one fails because of 
human imperfection. 

3. Whosoever was willing to respond to 
the love and invitation of Christ was ac- 
cepted as a friend. He included all types, 
young and old, rich and poor, those of high 
estate, and those of low. He showed special 
friendship for..His disciples, for sinners, 
and for children. 

4. By attending to His words and obeying 
His commandments. 

5. Because He has told us He “came not 
to call. the righteous, but sinners to_re- 
pentance.” 

6. By seeking Him out for instruction, by 
speaking on His behalf in the council, and 
by. his. identification with Him at His burial. 

7. We may help people to become aware 
of the love of Christ through our own lov- 
ing interest and understanding helpftlness, 
and by telling them what He has done for 


us. 
we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topie and Scripture: 
Friends of Jesus 
(John. 1:38-45) 


ROM cardboard:icut a circle about 

thrée inches in diameter, and a num- 
ber of smaller ovals large’ enough to 
write a.person’s name on -them.* Small 
paper :fasteners are needed ° to. attach 
them. ‘ 

Ding, dong! The bell rings for re- 
cess.. Out -file the boys and girls from 
your schoolroom. On the schoolground 
are perhaps a ‘Hundred or more boys 
and girls “about your age. But in all 
that crowd, in a few minutes, you find 
oo own special friends —:Ann ahd Jane 
and Barbara.are -headed for Sandra: and 

rvilooking 
“(Use fiténd 


 Magtig, Serb. toupthy toupthe 
at Martit’s néw *jackknife. 


‘ combinations known inp. yoyr class.) Who 


is in your circle of friends? 
Did the Lord Jgsus have a circle of 
' friends when He-walked this earth? Can 
‘you ‘name “sorhe: of His friends?“ Mark 
the ‘circle ““Thé “Lord Jesus.” “As His 
Neder are named, write each name on 
al, ‘Attach the first two -to opposite 
jsiaed tof the: -cirtle; and’ subseqtient ofes 
td précéding Svals. Later lessons in this 
quarter will a add to those the pupils al- 
‘Yeady “know. * The circle *can be easily 
opened by | taking out one of ye fasteners 
ehs thsertiny new: ovals.):: - 
- eR 1 tells: Row some rot if esd “ents 
“got acquainted with Him. John the Bap- 
> 1st ‘told > dwo? of} Ris’ teieiids” doriething 
about the Lord ,Jesus. They were, in- 
terested right eff,» and sstarted to follow 
‘Him, . He! tnvitéd’ ‘them ‘'to" the’ place 
where He owas staying. They’had a*nice 
"Visit; ‘and after talking with Him, they 








eure 

































Lesson for April / 


were sure He was more than a friend 
— they. knew. He must be the Saviour 
they had been looking for so many years. 
Do you go to the Lord’s. house every 
wee to become ‘better acquainted .with 
Him, to talk with Him, to. hear Him 
speak? 

Then Andrew brought another to the 
Lord Jesus. Whom? (vs, 40,°41.) Did 
you ever tell anybody else about the 
Lord?’ ‘Who- was another friend the 
Lord Jesus chose? (v. 43.) And he; in 
Kis turn, brought another (v. 45). So 
the circle grew. (Add to the circle any 
names from ‘the Scripture not named 
earlier by the pupils.) 

It Was because these men knew their 
Bibles — what we now call the Old Tes- 
tament — that they knew who Jesus was. 
“The Lamb of God,” John the Baptist said. 
(See Exod. 12:3, 6, 7, 13. “We have 
found the Messias, . . . the Christ [the 
anointed one],” Andrew told his brother 
Peter. (See Psa. 2:2; Dan. 9:25, 26.) 
“We have found him, of whom Moses 
in the law, and the prophets, did write,” 
Philip announced to Nathanael. (See 
Deut. 18:18; Isa. 59:20; Mic. 5:2; Mal. 
3:1.) “Thou art the Son of God; thou 
art the King of Israel,” exclaimed 
Nathanael to the Lord. (See Psa. 2:7, 
8; Isa. 9:6, 7; Jer. 23:5, 6; Zech. 9:9.) 
Do you know your Bible well enough to 
know much about the Lord Jesus? 

The Lord Jesus still lives. Does He 
still have friends today? Can you name 
some? Do you want your name writ- 
ten in His circle of friends? Who can 
be His friends? He Himself has told us, 
“Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever 
I command you” (John 15:14, Memory 
Verse). He told Andrew and John to 
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come to His place and see Him.. They 
obeyed and became His fast friends. He 
said to Philip, “Follow’me.” ‘What do 
you think the Lord Jesus expects of you 
this week, if you are to. be His friends? 
BUCKSPORT, MAINE. 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


bay "1 haces is‘ the only girl I like,” 
Helen told her teacher as they 
waited for the other girls of the class. 

“Why don’t you like all. the girls?” 
the teacher asked. “Isn’t it true that 
the more people you like, the happier 
you are?” 

Christ gave Himself in His overwhelm- 
ing love for mankind. “Transformed 
Lives” is the key thought for the com- 
ing series of lessons, for no life could 
be altogether the same after coming close 
to Christ (Mark 10:21, 22; John 9:24; 25, 
35-38) . 


Make a bulletin board for questions 

to be studied during the quarter: 

What kind of friends did the Lord Jesus 
select? 

Why did He choose each specific one? 

What did He do for. His friends? 

What were His friends able to do for 
Him? 

Study Christlike 
friendship. 
How may we be the kind of friends that 
the Lord Jesus wants us to be? 

Notice: 
1. Christ’s friendship with those of His 
own time. 


characteristics of 

















The Golden Text in Song 
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2. Our personal relationship with Him 
now. 

3. Our friendship with others in His 
name. 


In the last point we shall emphasize ‘the 
healing, loving, forgiving, encouraging, 
radiant effect of one Christ-filled life 
upon another. 


This first lesson deals with 7 wohl whom 
the Lord chose as friends, and the type 
of friendship .He gave in each special 
Case: 

Love of a Father (Mark 10:13, 14). 
Nothing forced or unnatural was His 
affection for children. They were very 
dear to Him. Like a father, “he took 
them up in his arms, put his hands upon 
them, and blessed them,” a touch that 
those little ones could never forget. 


Fellowship of a Teacher (Luke 6: 
13-16). A teacher should be one of. a 
pupil’s best friends. Christ was that 
kind of Teacher, interested in each’ in- 
dividual, shaping each one for the place 
he fitted best— Peter from changeable- 
ness to stability; Thomas from doubt 
to faith; John and James from self-in- 
terests to Christ-centeredness. He‘ was 
their Instructor, Counselor, Guide, Com, 
panion, Master, and Lord. 


Understanding Devotion of a Lover or 
Brother (Luke 8: 1-3). Christ’s love lifted 
the status of women and gave new in-' 
centives; and by His power He cast otit 
evil spirits. The divine quality of His 
love strengthened and enriched human 
ties. Until a girl finds Christ as her 
dearest Friend, no other friendship can 
be altogether satisfying. Are you sure 
you are in love with Christ? (Song of 
Sol. 5:16.) 

Tenderness of a Saviour (Luke 15: 
1, 2). Of course “this man receiveth 
sinners”! Was not that His reason for 
coming from Heaven to travel the road 
to Calvary? “Christ Jesus came. into 
the world to save sinners,” because 
there was no one else who could be 
that kind of Friend; and there-is no sin¢ 
ner whom Christ would not be glad " 
receive. 


Companion to Individuals (John 3:1, 
2). Nicodemus, an intelligent man with 
a perplexity, found that Christ could 
meet a need that all his learning could 
not solve. Christ is a Friend for every 
department of life. 

FRIENDSHIP GROUPS 

For practical experience, let’ those 
members of the class who are willing 
to enter into a fuller realization of fel- 
lowship with Christ, and into a more 
genuine expression of Christlike love to 
others dedicate themselves, individually 
or in groups, to demonstrate friéridship. 
This will be ‘a’ grdwing experierice, but 
as a beginning for this week start with 

various types of friends suggested . by 
those of the lesson: children, strangers, 
students, women, those who are ill, those 
who..are unhappy.. How far can. your 
love and friendliness penetrate their 








ck ae ae 


a 





I 





264 (12) 


EVERYDAY EVANGELISM 


15 Field ‘Representatives preaching the Gospel and 
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lives, that they might wish to know the 
Lord Jesus, too. 

Before He went forth to meet people, 
Christ prayed. Before our adventures in 
ftiendship for Him, let us pray: “Lord, 
to, whom shall I be'a friend? “What 
shall I say and do?” (John 15:14; Luke 
6:12:) 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 

wf 


The itasecation Round Table 


Leaflets giving a. list of the lessons for the 
@ar and explaining the conditions upon. which 
Hustrations are accepted. may 
the. Times for 10 cents. 1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must .reach the. Times ‘three 
months in advance of the lesson, and shduld 
not. be clip from easter “Tllustration’ Round 
Tables.” eference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because = 
paper shortage, readers are asked -to 
fmt’ e total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Where He Leads Me.—Ye are my 
friends, if ye do whatsoever I command 
you (John 15:14, Golden Text). The 
prayer of a Congo native: . Dear-Lord 
Jesus, you be the needle and I willbe 
the thread. You go through first and I 
will follow wherever you may. lead.— 
From. Christian World Facts. Sent by 
Mrs. Kenneth F. Browning, Saylersville, 


R. 1. 


Chairs or Souls?—Suffer the little chil- 
dren to come unto me, and forbid them 
not: for of such is the kingdom of God 
(Mark 10:14). Recently, I read of a cer- 
tain evangelical pastor of a fashionable 
city church, who started a work among 
slum boys. He ‘succeeded in getting a 
lot of them into the “church parlors” 
for meetings, and’ taught them the way 
of salvation. Unfortunately the boys 
soiled the “parlor” carpets and uphol- 
stery. The pastor was called -before 
the church officers to give an account of 
the damage done. His defense was some- 
thing like this: “Brethren, when called 
to give an account to my Master, what 
shall I say? ‘Here, Lord, is the church 
with which Thou didst. entrust me:: It 
is in good shape. The church parlor ¢ar- 
pets and chairs are as good as new, all 
nice and clean.’ May He not say to me, 
‘Where are the souls, which I sent. you 
to win for me? Where are the boys?’,” 
—From World Wide Christian Courier. 
Sent by Howard M. Green, Newfane, 
N. Y. 


Our Enemy Prefers Lambs.—Suffer 
the little children to come unto me 
(Mark 10:14). Dr. W. B. Riley relates 
the following incident: He was visiting 
a sheep ranch at one time and he noticed 
that the owner was quite downcast. 
When he made inquiry about it, the 
rancher replied: “I lost sixty-five of 
my ‘best lambs last night. Wolves -got 
into the fold.” “How many of the older 
sheep were killed?” asked Dr. Riley. 
The rancher was surprised. “Why, none,” 
said he. “Don’t you know that a wolf 
will never take a sheep when he can 
get.a lamb?” Let us be most alert that 
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the enemy of souls does not secure any 
of ‘our’ little ones.—From the King’s Busi- 
ness. Sent ‘by Harold Shelly, Quaker- 
town, Pa. 


“Make Us Bibles.”—And shewing the 
glad. tidings of the kingdom of God 
(Luke 8:1). The Chinese Christian prays 
in Ghinese thought forms:. “O God, I 
am'as,one hungry.for rice,. parched as 
one thirsty for tea.. Fill my so empty 
heart.” The. Chinese woman who had 
just learned: to read, prayed: “We are 
going ‘home .to many who cannot read. 
So,’ Lord;}:make us Bibles so that those 
who ‘cannot read the Book can read it 
in us.” Christianity is inherently an ex- 
panding’. fellowship.—From the Drew 
Gateway. ._ Sent by W. J. Hart, -D.D., La- 
cona,, N,. Y. 


Not | the Righteous. — And certain 
women, which had been healed of evil 
spirits and infirmities, Mary called Mag- 
dalene, out of whom went seven devils 
(Luke 8:2). The Lord takes up none 
but the forsaken; makes none healthy 
but. the ‘sick; gives sight to none but the 
blind; makes none alive but the dead; 
saves none but sinners.—F rom the Chris- 
tian Digest. Sent by Emma Fisk, Boon- 
ville, N. Y. 


A Marvelous Day for a Thief.—This 
man receiveth sinners (Luke 15:2). 
Writing about the'penitent thief of Luke 
23, the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D., 
said: “In the morning the robber was 
out of Christ—far from God and far 
from righteousness. At noon the robber 
was in Christ — redeemed, endowed with 
the- new heart and right spirit. In the 
evening the robber was with Christ, 
safe at. Home with his Good Shepherd. 
Qut-of Christ,.in Christ, with Christ — 
nature, grace, glory—are the three 
stages’ in’-my ‘spiritual biography.”— 
Abridged from the Life of Faith Al- 
manac. Sent by E. Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. Prize illustration. 


Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, it is refreshing to think 

} of the. Lord Jesus as a_ personal 
Friend. It is a mark of-His marvelous 
grace that He is willing to have us claim 
such a relationship to Him; even more 
so that He covets it. In John 15:15, 16, 
He is saying to His’ disciples, “Hence- 
forth I call you not servants; for the 
servant knoweth not what his lord do- 
eth: but I have called you friends... . 
Ye have not chosen me, but I have 
éhosett you.” The Lord craved that close 
personal rélationship, that intimacy that - 
can exist only between warm friends. 

It is interesting to note that when 
He went: to Capernaum he stopped at 
Simon Peter’s house, and if he visited 
Bethany, it was to the home of Mary 
and.Martha he would go. That is not 
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hard to understand; He knew he would 
find a glad welcome there. He did: not 
have to announce His coming; He sim- 
ply appeared at the door which was 
flung wide for His entrance. 

If the Lord Jesus should come to your 
town, whose house do you suppose He 
would visit just for His own pleasure? 
Would it be yours? If you should an- 
swer a knock on your front door, and, 
upon opening, see Jesus standing there, 
how would you feel, and what would 
you do? Of course you would be sur- 
prised —that would only be natural — 
but what would your next feeling be? 
Would you greet Him gladly — even joy- 
ously — and ask Him to “come right in”? 
Could you tell Him that you had been 
hoping He would come; that this very 
morning you had been reading your 
Bible and had been pondering some of 
the wonderful things He had writven: in 
it? Could you tell Him that even today 
you had been praying for His. presence, 
for His counsel and guidance in the 
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A SAFE INVESTMENT 
WITH A LIFE INCOME 


Freedom from financial worry, espe- 
cially in the declining years of life 
is Something most of us are striving 
for. Salvation Army Annuities pro- 
vide just this sort of security and 
independence against old age. Aft 
the same fime, it gives you a part- 
nership in the many activities of 
this great religious and charitable 
organization, 


Guaranteed Protection 
These annuities are protected by 
the experience, the integrity and re- 
sources of The Salvation Army plus 
the legal reserve and surplus funds 
required by law. Gift Annuity agree- 
ments are issued under the authority 


of ‘New York State Insurance De- - 


partment. 


DOUBLE BENEFITS 
@ A gudrantedd life income. 
,@ Regular payments. | 


@ Certain income tax deduce 
tions, 


@'No service fees. 


physical: program for those 
fess fortunate, :.. 
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booklet. 
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Calling Young Women and Young 
*< +. Men Willing to Serve 


ii Ministering to the mentally ill. The need 
’ fe artrent. ion while you earn. Write 
Director.of Nurses 
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Old Fashioned Revival 
Nationwide Gospel Broadcast 


“Regional Networks” and In- 
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New book by Shadduck an- 
swers ibes of those who 
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may know answers, but young 
‘ folk do not. Single copy, 25c, 
or we will send it and 4 other 
books for $1 paid. “RAS- 
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day’s program? Could your tell. ‘Him 
things like that? - ‘Then, it is-no surprise 
that to your house He would be making 
His way as soon as: He ‘arrived jn: your 
town. He would know: that. you'ere.one 
of His personal friends, and. He loves 
to be with His personal: friends. 

I think the time of this ‘lesson could 
well be spent in,a frank solf-examina- 
tion on this point alopey ;To what de- 
gree —in how many ways -—can I claim 
to be a real friend of the Lérd Jesus 
Christ? How much of my. time. do 1 
give Him— haw, much, of my..thought? 
What am I willing to do for. Him; ata 
real sacrifice, that would prove my. .de- 
voted friendship? Have I ‘ever done 
anything like that? Ain “I willing. to 
suffer for Him — especially when I think 
of what He suffered for me! Would I 
be willing to die. for. Him?'/, He; died 
for me, Oh, what @ Fr oo iow 
I want to be worthy, of # hip ! 

“Yes, Lord, cOme Yight i "am BO a 
You wanted to come fo ‘ty. pine 
Yourself at home {7 rhe 


evr 
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By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D., 


Associate Prof. of Archaeology, Wheaton College; 
Archaeological Editor of the Sunday School Times 


Children in the Ancient World 
(Mark 10:13, 14) 


HRIST showed that every person, 

man, woman, or child, . has a real 
place in the mind of God, and that each 
one should have, as well, a real place 
in society. Our Lord’s teaching con- 
cerning the proper recognition of chil- 
dren is strikingly illustrated when He 
rebuked the disciples for not allowing 
the little children to come to Him, giv- 
ing the rejoinder, “Suffer the little chil- 
dren to come’ unto me, and forbid them 
not: for of ‘such is the'kihgddém ‘of God” 
(Mark 10:14). ‘Christ’s ‘attitude toward 
children sharply coritrasts with the atti- 
tude of the’ pagan mind of two thousand 
years ago; In that day, children were 
often regarded as the: propérty of the 
parents, ‘to be* disposed’ of ‘or kept, ac- 
cording to the selfish desires of one’s 
own heart. 

Archaeological discoveries have 
brought forth many ancient documents 
of New Testarhent times fromthe dry 
sands of Egypt. Many of these docu- 
ments are law court records, an several 
of. them refer to’ foundlings ° ig were 
picked up from. the dunghill eflect- 
ing the anciént practice of earnest 
children who were not wanted, a 








LC, M. Cobern, “The New Archaeological 
Discoveries,” New York, Funk and Wagnalls, 
9th edition, 1929, p. 93. t 
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leaving. them.to-die on the refuse heaps, 
This horrible practice of infanticide 
hy exposure was brought vividly home 
to. our-minds in recent years by the 
discovery of a ‘letter in the excavation 
of a site in Egypt, called Oxyrhynchus, 
some two hundred.and sixty miles south 
ofthe, city of Alexandria This par- 
ticular letter was written by Hilarion, 
an Egyptian workman, to his wife Alis 
on June J7,.in the year 1 B.C. Hilarion 
gave directions concerning his own liv- 
ing .child and also concerning a baby 
that. apparently was about to be born. 
The letter reads, “Hilarion to Alis his 
sister, many greetings. . . I pray thee 
and beseech thee, take care of the little 
child. “And as soon as we receive wages, 
I will send them to thee. If thou... 
art delivered, if it be a male child, let 
it live; if it be a female, cast it out.”3 
The horror of such an attitude is height- 
ened by the apparent indifference of 
Hilarion, who offers no excuse for his 
directions to the mother to “expose it” 
or “cast it out” (Greek, ekbale). 
Other discoveries show that infanticide 
and child exposure were not rare in the 
ancient world. A great number of docu- 
ments found at Alexandria in Egypt 
show that the practice was so common 
that contracts were made with women 
who served as nurses of the little babies 
who were taken from the rubbish heaps, 
only to be kept for slaves or for im- 
moral purposes.4 Such a practice is 
reflected in one of the chief plays of 
the ancient writer, Menander, who based 
his story on an incident in which an 
exposed child was found by a shepherd. 
The effect of Christ’s teaching concern- 
ing children became evident, for a cen- 
tury and a half after His time, the Epis- 
tle to Diognetus points out that Chris- 
tians do not expose their children.5 The 
proper place that children have had in 
the Christian world is certainly due to 
the teaching and influence of the great 
Friend of children, Christ Himself. 


Publicans in Ancient Times 
(Luke, 15:1, 2) 
HRIST’S: message: was: to all men, 
and in order to win them, He did 
not hesitate to associate with all peo- 
ple, whether of high or low estate. His 
willingness to contact publicans and 
sinners was criticized by the self-right- 
eous scribes atid Pharisees (Luke 15:1). 
The reason for ;publicans being ‘singled 
out and classed with sinners is illumi- 





" @Tbid.,.p. 89. 

*“‘The Oxyrhynchus Papyri,” IV, No. 144; 
also recorded in Adolph Deissmann “Light 
from~ the Ancient East,” New “York, Dofan, 
1927: ;. (English . translation by. L. R. M. 
Strachan), ppv 167, 168; also in -Cobern,’ op. 
cit., ‘pe 6837 ‘In“.reéent years’ this ’ papyrus 
letter ‘has’‘Ween in’ the Museurn of‘ Victoria 
pid Torontd; Can! A pictiire of it is 

‘an: ‘in Detssrnann, fig. 26, opposite 
pats opi clt.. p. 683): . 
Who — gd op: cit., “> ‘170. | 
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nated for us by archaeological discover- 
ies, particularly from New Testament 
times. 

A publican was a tax collector, and 
the need for tax collectors in the ancient 
world is particularly revealed by the 
discovery of ancient documents in exca- 
vations in Egypt. The customs house 
receipts from Socnopaei Nesus (south- 
west.of present Cairo) show that there 
was a heavy rate of taxing upon, both 
exports and imports, while individual 
merchants and tradesmen of all kinds 
had to pay heavily.. Taxes on land and 
farm stock, on goats and. pigs of the 
Temple, in fact, on every item of wealth 


‘r industry, meet us in every pile of 


ancient documents excavated. A very 
heavy force of collectors must have been 
eonstantly maintained in every town.6 

Notations written on pieces of pot- 
tery (called ostraca). also ,show that 
everything was taxed in the time of 
Christ.. These ostraca in many. cases 
represent receipts for taxes on baths, 
olive oil, natron, land, grain, ferryboats 
dnd ferrymen, dykes, salt, bricks, the 
crown tax, taxes on wine, and on cob- 
blers,, strangers, and.weavers. Quite a 
number. of tax receipts .concerning 
weavers have been found, and there is 
no. doubt. that Paul had to pay. some 
such tax.7 : 

Several papyrus documents .concern- 
ing the extortions of tax collectors bring 
vividly. to.mind the feeling against tax 
collectors like Matthew and Zacchgeus.8 
Also ostraca have been found which 
make complaint about the illegal “bJeed- 
ing” of the tax collectors. .In fact, fhe 
charges against these collectors for. tak- 
ing more than they should became, such 
a problem that, shorfly before the time 
of Christ, an official letter was sent by. 
the Roman authorities to these publicans, 
It read: “Do not all the time bé on the 
point of levying blackmail, nor .of, slan- 
dering, but ,carry on your business ,ac- 
cording to the laws.*® While most of 
these papyri were found ir Egypt, it is 
quite certain: that this’ uhpopularity of 
publicans was just as universal if! Pal- 
estine.t9 In view: of ‘their. extortions;. it 
ig little, wonder that the ames & weve 
classed: with sinners. 


WHEATON, ILL. 
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*Cobern, op. cit., pp. 64,585, 2 5% 
» TCobern,. op. cit., -pp. 664, 665) *+°3 
®TIbid., p. 29. co 

*See Wilchen, “Griechische ern a DP. 
568f.; cited in Cobern, op. cit., 

'# Deissmann, op. cit., pp. ah os "7 
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On' “SHOPPING days”: the great! @nily’¢ 
newspapers carry an ubusyat volurhe | 
of advertising... Thousands urn ‘fo these, > 
Pages to plan. their, buying. , Thus, they,-;, 
jknow, what to buy and where... The, 4 
“Times advertising eolumps garry, news 
‘of ‘importance to you in your work jn ie 
the church or Sunday school. Why not i 
Plan your purchases ‘with the help oP 
tirese -columns? 
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THE RESURRECTION 


Now in Flanoblot — needs no flannel backing. Eight 
scenes. Story can be told from any of the four gospels. 
Nineteen figures (many of them £; oup figures) beauti- 
fully printed in full colors on Flanoblot — For your 
flannel board. 
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Sounds impossible? Give and 
receive at. the same time? Not 
at all—not. when you read “A 
Gift That Lives” That's the title 
‘of alittle book which has 
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_HOW TO GIVE AND RECEIVE 
‘AT. THE SAME TIME! 
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Bible throughout the world. 
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To hear God means ineréase,of learning 
“ WV b BL E IN S T | T U It in practical. things.-. The Lord is the real 
source of ‘all: true learning = more than 


: Monthly Publication, “The Bible Today” colleges... Solomon. incréased » learning 
ree from entangling alliances with “modernism.” Chartered and ino » 
fegistered by New York State Regents, granting B.R.E. and Th.B. by hearing God ant thus: became the 
flegrees, as well as the Bible Institute and Missionary Medical Course wisest and ‘most efficierit trratr in. the 
diplomas. Entrance requirements, high school graduation. world . 

Write for catalog. P 


340 W.55t/ Street, NEW YORK CITY 
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THE BEST in VISUAL AIDS Now In 


BEAUTIFUL RICH COLORS AT. Reduced Pri 

You will want this new, realistic, picture m om of telling 
Bible stories or preaching illustrated sermons; . Hélds 
your class spellbound. Discipline problems - golvéd. 
Give it a try in your class. You'll be surprised*at the 
results. Children want to learn and they clamor for this 
new way of presenting Bible truths. You will double your 
attendance. Write for free folder wae: all about this 
new method of teaching, to — ' 


STOR Y-0-GRAPHS, Dept. 1, P.6. Box 145, 5, Prsnden Calif. 




















The Times advertising columns can help you in your weil ‘in the Shaveh or , Sunday 
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| PEOPLE OF EUROPE 


Distressed, Displaced, Diapossessed! 

400 million unevangelized! 

233 million Russians - mostly eager for the Gospel! 
200 million have never had a Bible! 

Countless orphans starving! 

Challenge you for an EASTER BLESSING! 


Food, clothing, Scriptures regularly dispatched; Gospel preached; orphans 
maintained by 


THE RUSSIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY, INC. 


REV. F. J. MILES, International Secretary 
1844 W. Monroe Street, Room 9, Chicago 12%, Ill. 




















“Friend of Russians’’ gives details — sample copy free on request 
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“CALL UNTO ME... 
I WILL ANSWER” Jer. 33:3 


CHALLENGE TO PRAYER: Saturday night rallies in 1,500 commu- 
nities in 1946 . around the world... your community. PRAY 
and GIVE for revival and world evan elization in this generation 
—Speakers, musical talent, and novel features available. Bulle- 
tins, pe olticial YFC song books and advertising materials ready 
YOUTH FOR CHRIST Magazine (S6 paqes) $1.50 per year. 

Write for FREE organizational helps to: 


Torrey M. Johnson, President , 
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Isaiah said, “Hear, and your.soul shall 
live”. (Isa, 55:3). Hearing .God’s.words 
is both the source and maintenance of 
divine life. This is surely. more precious 
than gold! The Lord Jesus said, “I am 
come that they might have life, and. , 
have it more abundantly,” —for | spirit, 
soul, and body. 


God said through Jeremiah, “Because 
they /havé not hearketied to my words 

..” (Jer: 29:19), Then the Lord pro- 
ceeds to: tell of, His judgments on all 
those who do not hear Him. After this 
there are several instances in the Book 
of Jeremiah telling of His sore judgments 
oh nations and men who would not 
hearken to His words. History, until’ 
today, is full of ‘these sad experiences, 
We have been passing through God’s 
judgments these last several years. We 
as individuals also need to take warning. 

The Lord shows us through Ezekiel 
how He wants preaching to be done. 


“Hear what I say unto thee’... Eat 
this roll, and go speak . . . speak with 
my words unto them ... tell them, Thus 


saith the Lord God ... Then the Spirit 
took me up” (Ezek. 2:8; 3:1, 4, 11, 12). 


It is never the preacher’s place to 
select or choose what subject he will 
speak of to the people. It is his place 
to “hear what I say unto thee. . . Eat 
this roll [the Bible] .. . speak with my 
words unto them.” Then only can we 
say, “Thus saith the Lord.” Then only 
will God bless His Word to the people. 


The Lord teaches us the same needed 
lessons through Jonah. He said to him, 
“Preach ... the preaching that I bid 
thee” (Jonah 3:2). Nothing more, noth- 
ing less, and nothing else. Jonah went 
and preached to. Nineveh, that proud 
city of over a million people, his short 
sermon of eight words from God: “Yet 
forty days, and Nineveh shall be over- 
thrown.” We can see Jonah go up and 
down the busy streets preaching this 
brief sermon.. There was nothing learned 
nor philosophic about it, but it was what 
God told him to ‘preach. What were 
the results? , That greatest city of the 
day heard the words of the Lord, from 
the mighty king on the throne down to 
the humblest people. They all repented, 
believed God, ‘and were forgiven. May 
we learn to preach the seen God 
bids us. 


Our Saviour suaaeans His FaTuHer’s VOICE 

Hearing God’s.voice takes a large place 
in our Saviour’s earthly ministry, He 
is our perfect example, and God is con- 
forming, us to His likeness. It is agreed 
that Isaiah 50: 4-9, refers to qur- Saviour. 
This «revyéals: how He began each day. 
“He wakeneth mine ear to hear/as the 
learned” (or better translated,> “as: @ 
learner”): He hearkened each morning 
to His Father to recéive the’ messages 
which He wanted His'Son ‘to peak ‘that 
day. God knew the weary souls, the 
careless and selfish sinners He would 











Rn as eS Ss we nS 


tel 


— > 


i ae. ae ee el 


“= 2 o> << fp 


cot ~~ _ oS eS ee Ss es OS re er oP Aa 




















Lesson for April 7 


meet that day, and He gave His Son a 
suitable message for them all. 

Even Christ did not select His own 
sermons, or originate what He said! He 
told us; “For I have not spoken of my- 
self; but the Father which sent me, 
he gave me a commandment, what I 
should say, and what I should speak” 
(John 12:49). Several times in John’s 
Gospel He repeated this statement. 

The Lord also teaches us a profitable 
lesson in Luke 5:15, 16. He was preach- 
ing, to .multitudes and healing many. 
The people wanted Him to go on preach- 
ing. Christ listened to the gentle voice 
of His Father;in His heart who said in 
effect, Stop preaching and go to a quiet 
place for prayer and communion. with 
me. .The common idea is that when 
crowds are listening to a preacher, and 
they want him to go on preaching, it 
is his duty to do so, and he sometimes 
goes on preaching until he has a nervous 
breakdown. If he had learned Christ’s 
good method of listening to His Father’s 
yoice, and obeying Him, he would have 
avoided the breakdown, with all the 
loss of time and trouble it entailed. He 
would accomplish more and ‘be a health- 
ier man.. Christ lived a busy life with 
great crowds listening to Him, but He 
was always able to complete His work 
hécause He listened to His Father’s voice 
and obeyed Him. Christ never took the 
voice of the crowds as His leading. 
Neither should we !. Let us hear God and 
take our leading from Him. 

Christ lived a beautifully balanced life, 
giving the right amount of time each day 
to ‘His Father, and the right amount of 
time among neédy people. “Thus He ac- 
eomplished the greatest work ever a 
man did! May we seek to be like Him 
in the details of our lives. 


we 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
“ By John W. Lane, Jr. 





ha tees ‘Sunday, April 7 


. 1. From, Galilee to Jerusalem 
(Luke 9:51-53; John. 7:11-36) 
“Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
‘used by permission: 


R three successive weeks our topics 
are to be centered around the over-all 
theme; “Faith ‘Triumphant:” ‘Our atten- 
tion ‘will be directed: in these weeks 
immediately preceding Holy : Week > to 
dur Lord’s progress from iGalilee to 
Jerusalem}‘ where. He was to. suffer 
humiliation: and shame, and where He 
Was, eventually to die on the cross., The 
series ,will-eulminate appropriately on 
Day -with; the great theme of Res- 
eseticy. viet ye 


Ks" wee Yookk fot the -ttiredd’ of “faith 
tiumphant,” running through the ac- 





SOME of the opin- 


ions of reviewers con~ 
cerning this book and 
its author. 





*¢LJE IS a master of all the im- 
portant apologetic literature 
of our language, and he has put 
the conclusions of that literature 
where even the humblest can 
reach it.” —Evangelical Christian. 





eeqyT IS one of the most im- 
portant volumes of the present 
decade.” —Revelation. 





tH JERE surely is a volume that 
will help to furnish. the 
Christian unto all good works, that 
will provide him with a veritable 

armoury for defense of the faith.” 
— Sunday School Times. 





You May Have This 
$3 Book Without Cost 





Tue SuNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will GIVE this book 


to anyone sending in FIVE NEW twenty-four weeks subscrip- 
tions to the Times at $1 each. This offer applies only to 
subscriptions. i in the United States. 


A post card mentioning this offer will bring you some 
sample Guyies of the Times, an order blank, and circulars. 


Wher. -you. oblate FIVE subscriptions, send the names and 
pil icenecs (with zone numbers) with a remittance of $5. Upon 
receipt, these names go on our mailing list and your copy of this 
remarkable book will be sent to you immediately. 


Send All Subscriptions At One Time 
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Sterling College 


Holds high scholastic standards. 
Employs strong capable instructors. 
Cultivates abiding faith in God. 
Trains lives for Christian work. 
Offers a clean social program. 

(No smoking, dancing, cards, fraternities) 
Has spirit of Christian friendliness. 


Expenses Very Reasonable 
Summer Session opens June 3 
Sixtieth year opens September 3 
Write 


President H. A. KELSEY Sterling, Kansas 














The European 
Evangelistic 
=A Crusade, Inc. 


is reaching Europe’s dying millions with the Gospel of 
the Lord Jesus Christ through its international Evan- 
gelistic Bands. 


The prayers of all the readers of The Sunday School 
Times are earnestly solicited. 


ubscribe to THE GOSPEL FOR THE CONTI- 
NENT, our official missionary paper. Co-editors 
James A. Stewart, and Dr. Herbert Lockyer, 50c per year. 


Read about the early life of James Stewart. Attractive 
booklet, MY STORY, 50c postpaid. 


Write your nearest office for this booklet or 
additional literature. 


1179 Delaware Ave., Buffalo 9, N.Y. 


602 Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
4 Gowan Avenue, Toronto 6, Ontario, Canada 
20 Algie Street, Glasgow, S. L., Scotland 
JAMES A. STEWART 
Founder and General Director 
Mes. R. E. Neighbour, Home Director 
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count of our Lord’s last journey from 
Galilee to Jerusalem} abot -which we 
are to think this week, we, shall con- 
sider it in four aspects. First, we shall 
see that the Lord Jesus. had triumphant 
faith in the. Father’s. will for His life. 
We learn in Philippians 2:7 that the 
Lord Jesus “made himself of nd réputa- 
tion.” Doubtless: your Bible’ will* show 
a marginal note here, ‘{ndicating that this 
means that He “empifed”« Himself, ‘or 
laid aside the, divine prerogatives that 
were His as a member. of the Godhead, 
in order to be born as a little child; and 
to live here on this earth far,a time. 
During this. period He jjved. in complete 
dependence upon the Father’s.will, just 
as God intends that we. should do. He 
gladly subjected himself to the limita- 
tions that we know, in order tft He 
might be our -perfect ex@mple,*and so 
that He might perfectly id@ntify Himself 
with the human race, and thus bring 
about our redemption. 

He repeatedly taughta” during His 
earthly life, that He. id Yiot™act in ac- 
cord with His own will, but that He 
was guided by the will of the Father. 
Notice particularly John 5:30; John 6: 
38; Luke 22:42; John 4:34. He ‘knew 
that the Father had. senit*Him > (John 7: 
28, 29), and He believed at all times 
that the Father’s will was the best that 
could possibly come to Him. .. 

Sometimes we hear .folks. speak of 
God’s will.as though it were some bur- 
densome: cross imposed:.upon His -chil- 
dren. They seek to do-it, byt frequently 
are not very joyous about it.. The writer 
of the old hymn had the right idea;when 
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subscriber under unmatched money- 
back offer including 3 FREE Issues. 

Such writers as Grace Livingston 
Hill, Paul Hutchens, Dr. H.A. Ironside, 
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he wrote, “Sweet will of God, still hold 
me closet, till I am wholly lost in Thee.” 


4 


The triumphant faith of the Lord Jesus 
is seen in His faith in the Father’s plan, 
That plan for His earthly life iay through 
Calvary. At the very beginning of His 
earthly ministry, Satan sought to have 
Him.take some other way. In the temp. 
tation in the wilderness,. he offered. the 
Lord Jesus all the kingdoms of this earth, 
if’He would only fall down and worship 
him (Matt.:4:9). ‘It was in God’s plan 
that all the kingdoms of this earth should 
belong to the Lord Jesus, and Philip- 
pians 2:10, 11 and. Revelation 11:15 and 
19:16 tell us that. some day they will 
belong to Him. But God’s way of tri- 
umph lay through the humiliation and 
suffering of the cross, and in our Scrip. 
ture lesson in Luke 9 shows clearly that 
when the Lord Jesus knew that the time 
had come for Him to leave Galilee He set 
His face “as a flint” (Isa. 50:7) to go to 
Jerusalem. He knew full well that suf- 
fering and. shame and death awaited Him 
there,..but He also. knew that this was 
the plan of the Father, and that it also 
led to the joy of redeeming you and me, 
And so He counted the suffering and 
shame as naught in order to follow faith- 
fully and completely the Father’s plan 
(Heb. 12:2). 


Are you determined that whatever 
may be the Father’s plan for your life, 
you will follow: it faithfully as did the 
Lord Jesus? 

ye 


The triumphant faith of the Lord Jesus 
is seen in- the confidence ‘He had in the 
Father’s teachings, or doctrine. Notice 
in our Scripture lesson from John 7 
how careful He was to explain that what 
He taught ‘was not of Himself, but of 
His Father ‘(John 7:16, 17). This does 
not mean, of course, that the Lord Jesus 
Was at variance, in’His own mind, with 
that which the Father showed’ Him. His 
critics, you will remember,’ had accuséd 
Him of béing untaught and unlettered, 
and ‘they accused Him of upsetting the 
teaching of‘ the scribes and Pharisees. 
The’ Lord Jesus pointed out here that 
education or training had nothing to do 
with’ the matter’ He was not’ drawing 
on’ Hts’ own wisdom, for He had laid 
that aside when He came to’ this earth 
td *be’ born ‘as a little child: He was 
teaching thdése thirigs that the Father 
had ‘shown Him, and had told Him to 
teach. He was confident that His m®s- 
sage was right and good. + + 

Gdd' has ‘giveéh us "His infallible Word, 
and the Lord Jesus teélls*us’ (John 7:17) 
that #f "we ‘will ‘to’ do God’s ‘will, ‘we 
shall “khow whether the teaching, ’or 
doctrine, is 6f God.’ This is’ not,' in’ any 
sérise, ‘an _fin lication that any of God’s 

ord” is hot of God, ‘but it means that 
we “may, have the proot of. its reality in 
our. own. hearts by .setting ourselves, to 
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do His will at any cost, no matter what 
it may be, the very moment we know 
what that will is. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
ye 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


April 1 to 7 
Mon,—Mark 10:13-16, 
Jesus Blesses Little Childten. 
Prayer Succestions: “And. he took 
them up in his arms, put his hands. upon 
them, and blessed them.” The.true value 
of a child—and what. ministries we all 
owe to little children !— must be learned 
from the gentle Lord Jesus,,, He teaches 
us how to welcome and. bless them. 
Richard: Knill, who laid his hands on 
young Charles Haddon Spurgeon as a 
lad of nine years, obtained, by prayer, 
blessing for the entire Christian church. 
Do children round about you know that 
you love them, and that you want God 
to bless them? Pray for the. Field and 
Publication ministries of the American 
Sunday-School Union, 1816 Chestnut St,, 
Philadelphia 3. 


Tues—John 1:38-45, 
; , The First Followers of Jesus. 
Prayer Suacestions: Andrew, Simon 
Peter, Philip, and Nathanael... Then,.as 
how, a new godly society (called out 
from the, massof people that have but 
the orm of godliness) . is a spiritual 
necessity, New, wine has to be put into 
new wine skins; and garments of right- 
eousness are needéd frorh new cloth. In 
} when the cause of God ‘langtisties, 
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Conservative Baptist 
Foreign Mission Society 
203 N. Wabash Ave. Chicago 1, Ill. 
‘The. field is the world. Christ is our 
message. A Society that is the servant of 
the churches. Remember the C.B.F.M.S. 

in your will. 


Pres. W. T. Taylor « Treas. I. Cedric Peterson 





Dallas Theological Seminary 
An interd inati y offering a 
standard theologicat course for college grad- 
uates, ‘Biblical, coriservative, premillennial. 
Graduate school standards. Accredited. 

Approved for veterans. 
Address: Registrar © 3909 Swiss fve., Dallas 4, Texas 
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EQUIPMENT 
AND SUPPLY CO. 


Tell us your church needs in 
equipment and supplies 


Dep’t T-10, 201 N. Wells St. 
Chicago 1, Illinois 





Dear Reader of Sunday School Times: 


Every month 10,000 university age 
young men and. women read HIS. 
Hundreds have written to tell their 
appreciation ofa top rank magazine 
filled to the brim with articles pre- 
pared especially ta meet their needs 
in college, the atmed forces, busi- 
ness, and the home. 


. Articles’ on Christian. courtship 
and marriage 
Sketches of men God has used 
Authoritative’ afticles: on intel- 
lectual .problems of friends 
you want to win for Christ 
Significant missionary articles 
Christian book. reviews 
“HIS‘is @ magthine designed to help 
Christian young people become more 
' completely: His, the Lord’s, through 
téading its pages. Frequently readers 


say, “HIS.is ‘the ofly magazine I - 


receive which I read from cover to 
cover.” , 


The April issué is ready. 


Here are some of the: articles: you'll 
want to read. 


ARE YOU A PRAYER CRIPPLE?— 
‘A keen dfialysig of why faithful pray- 
“ing ‘sometimes fi is needlessly. 


NO TIME TO’ LIVE?—So busy you 
can’t crowd. in your daily. Quiet Time? 
Here are practical suggestioris that 
may change your life. 


WHAT'S WRONG WITH CHRISTIAN 
HOMES?—Why are children of Chris. 
tian parents all too often problems? 
This article, written’ by. a medical doc- 
tor who is a parent and an experi- 


enced Christian, tells why—and what 
young parents should do about it. 


CAMPUS IN THE WOODS—A photo 
story of an amazingly different kind of 
summer school for Christian students 
attending non-Christian colleges. 


THE NEW MODERNISM—Carl F. H. 
Henry’s review of Cornelius Van Til’s 
new book on Barthianism. 


ONE JUNGLE NIGHT—This article 
may upset your complacency about 
those who have never had a. chance 
to hear of Christ. 


THE PLACE OF INTELLECT IN AN, 
AGE OF YOUTH APPEAL. 


HOW TO ELECT OFFICERS FOR 
YOUTH GROUPS, 


Use the subscription form below to 
subscribe for yourself or a friend who 
needs the monthly ministry of HIS. 


Published monthly by the 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship 


4 Yes, please send HIS to: 


{ ] $1.50 for 1 yr. C 1 $1 for 8 mo. 
s HIS, Dept. 8-36, 64 E. Lake, Chicago 1 
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10th Year! 
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Pp ie) New York ! 
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and there are few conversions, as was 
the case when Christ began His minis- 
try,,.a new beginning is necessary. The 
“Holy Club” and “New Lights” under 
Whitefield and Wesley, saved the church 
from utter collapse. New obedience to 
Christ is needed now more than in the 
seven preceding decades. Who will fol- 
low Jesus? Pray for revival in the body 
of Christ. 
Wed.—Luke 6:12-16. 
Friends Become Jesus’ Helpers. 
PRAYER SuccEsTiIons: “He chose twelve, 
whom also he named apostles.” Not all 





FOR YOUTH FOR CHRIST MEETINGS 


119 Selections 


Including ‘He Lives," 


"Youth for Christ,” "God Bless Our Boys,” 


"In.the Service of the King" and 115 other favorites that Youth 


loves to sing! 


To meet the demand of the Youth Move- 
ment we have compiled this new book of 
stirring, rousing songs for a forward-moving 
group of young people. Youth like to sing 


peta songs. 


‘Our new book is a compilation of living 
songs. It meets the song requirements of all 


youth rally groups. 


This perfect selection of just the right songs 
was made by Homer Rodeheaver and Al 
Smith, the well known successful song leader 
of YOUTH RALLIES and author of "'Sing- 


spiration.” 


These are the songs that are 


adding new interest and enthusiasm to the 
great "Youth for Christ" rallies of our coun 


try. Order today! 


THE RODEHEAVER HaLt-mMACK COMPANY 


107 NINTA ST., WINONA LAKE, IND. 


disciples are usable in the Lord’s work. 
His eyes still run to. and fro throughout 
all the earth for disciples whose hearts 
are right with Him. There can be no 
change in His plan to use people who 
are prepared in body, mind, and spirit 
for His service. It takes more than “pep” 
to make a worker acceptable to the Lord, 
Many have fervor; few have feeling, 
Multitudes have more art than heart, 
The Lord still picks only those who love 
and obey Him to win sinners and help 
saints. Pray for a new and wonderful 
group of devoted Christians in your own 
congregation. 
Thurs.—Luke 8:1-3. 
A Friend Helps at All Times, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Magdalene . , 
Joanna... Susanna... and many others 

. . ministered unto him of their sub. 
stance.” God-blessed people should bless 
God and serve Him with gladness. These 
women, ministered to by the Lord in 
spiritual things, ministered to Him in 
material things. They loved Him be- 
cause He first loved them. On this basis, 
we, too, must show our love to Christ 
by what we do for bodies and souls, 
Pray for a new spirit of devotion to 
Christ in yourself as a ransomed soul, 
and in others who belong to Him. 


Fri.—Matthew 9%:9-13. The Friend of Sinners, 


PRAYER Succestions: “They that be 
whole need not a physician, but they 
that are sick.” The love of Christ to 
souls of men, which constrained apostles 
to live and labor for their salvation, has 
been largely lost by this generation. Few 
conversions and mostly dry-eyed ones 
are usually met with in evangelistic 
services. A passion for souls like that 
felt by the Wesleys, Whitefield, Edwards, 
Finney, and Moody is wanting today. 
Pray for more of the compassion of 
Christ for sinners. 


Sat.—John 15:12-21. “Ye Are My Friends.” 

PRAYER SvucGcESTIONsS: “My friends.” 
There is an “if” in friendship with the 
Lord Jesus. “My friends, if ye do what- 
soever I command you” (v. 14). Christ 
will have no part with the disobedient. 
He who did always those things that 
pleased His Father must have loving 
devotion from His professed friends. 
Pray for more love to Christ. 


Friends in the Home. 


PRAYER Succestions: “Martha re- 
ceived him into her house. And she 
had a sister called Mary, which also 
sat at Jesus’ feet, and heard his word.” 
Homes that have resemblance to the 
Home.above, where Jesus Christ is ihe 
center of interest, and His Word the 
food of ‘the soul, are all too few. The 
home of Martha, Mary, and Lazarus 
gave the Lord Jesus more pleasure 
than any other home in that day. 
Does He find pleasure in your home? 
Pray for the things needed in your 
life to help make your home a truly 
Christian home. 


Sun.—Luke 10:38-42. 





